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TO THE EDITOR OF THE con-|cerning this useful and very 


NECTICUT MAGAZINE, 


REV. SIR, 


AS you propose annexing 
an engraved likeness of my late 
valuable uncle to the Magazine 
of this month, I should be grati- 
fied to have it accompanied 
with the following biographical 
sketch, for which I am under 
obligation to the Rey. Joshua 
Bradley. 

Your obedient servant, 


, J. R. 
Hartford, Nov. 1, 1808. 


Memoirs of Rev. Gardner Thurs- 
ion. 


GOMMUNICATED IN A LETTER. 


Dear and much esteemed Friend, 


S you have requested mé 
4\ to give you a sketch of the 
life of your venerable uncle, the 
Rev. Gardner Thurston, pastor 
of the second Baptist church, 
Newport, (R. I.) 1 most cheer- 
_ fully inform you of what hath 
- Some within my knowledge con- 
Vou. I. No. 11. 


\ 
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much beloved man of God. 

He was the son of Edward and 
Elizabeth Thurston, and was 
born in Newport, (BR. I.) Nov. 
14th, 1721. When he was but 
a small lad, some of his relatives 
in the country obtained him to 
tarry with them for a season, 
where the aged and religious 
were highly pleased to learn, 
that their little visitant had sach 
a taste for devotion, that he was 
known to exhort his young as- 
sociates to remember their Cre- 
ator, and implore his aid when- 
ever they formed any plan for 
enjoyment, and wished to be 
successful: To press his ex- 
hortation powerfully upon their 
hearts, and satisfy his own con- 
science, he was seen in their little 
circles praying to God. The 
pious kept these things in their 
minds, believing it highly pro- 
bable that infinite wisdom had 
designed him to be an instru- 
ment of great good among man- 
kind. 

After he returned to Newport, 


and had been some time under 
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the ministry of the Rey. Mr. 
Whitman, and his colleague, 
Rev. Nicholas Evers, he wrote 
them the following letter : 





























! “ Dearly beloved Fathers inChrist, 
Ter “ Phrough the wonderful mer- 
1a ey of God, I am brought to see 


mvselfin a lost condition, and 
his word and my conscience tes- 
: tily that in such a state of nature, 
| T am achild of wrath. 

“ Sirs, I consider that the gos- 
pel requires a positive change 
in all who will be admitted into 
the kingdom of God ; and that 
this change is new-forming the 
heart, and subjecting the whole 
man to the service of Christ; 
that. he may be transplanted out 
of the kingdom of darkness, in- 
to the kingdom of God’s dear 
Son. Knowing my own. weak- 
ness and inability te deliver my- 
self, I find that I cannot do any 
thing pleasing to God of myself ; 
I cannot come to that true and 
saving faith in Jesus. Christ, with 
which remission of sins is con- 
_ nected ;. neither can I make 
Satisfaction for the least of my 
_transgressions.; therefore, O 
Sirs! I desire todepend wholly 
ndalone upon the free grace of 
fs0d, in Jesus Christ, for wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctifica- 
F tion and redemption. Iam sen- 
~ fible that none but Ged alone 
can form Christ in me the hope 
of glory. Though I have been 
awakened to a sense of these 
things, yet Oh! how have I 
risen up in opposition to his.Spi- 
rit, from time to time, and gone 
en in a daily’ course of sin and 
disobedience ! By his rich grace, 
he is giving me time and oppor- 
tunity to hear cails and warn- 
ings, from one day and time to 
another. Blessed invitations of 
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the gospel of the Son of God 
sare still sounding in my ears; 
yet great threatenings are out 
against sinners. ‘The wrath of 
God 1s revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and up- 
righteousness of men. 

“ The impenitent unbeliever 
shall perish: the wicked be 
turned into hell, and all the 
nations who forget God. Con- 
sidering the way God hath 
pleased to reveal himself to men, 
even by the messengers of 
Christ, who are appointed of 
him to instruct us in his will; 
and knowing the certainty of 
death and judgment ; I think it 
my indispensable duty, dear 
Sirs, to come to you for guidance 
in the things of God, that I may 
know and do the will of my 
heavenly Father, while the bles- 
sed: Jesus is calling, and before 
the season is over and the harvest 
ended ; wherefore I beg an in- 
terest in your prayers, that God 
would be pleased to deliver me 
from all hardness of heart, and 
implant in me a living principle 
of faith, that I might be brought 
savingly to know the only true 
God and Jesus. Christ whom he 
hath sent. 

“ Thus, Rev. Fathers, 
I close, and remain your 
unworthy child, 
“GARDNER THURSTON.” 


Soon after he wrote to these 
ministers who were over him in 
the Lord, he obtained peace In 
believing, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost: but did not make a pub- 
lic profession of his faith in God, 
till April 4th, 1741. When this 
day came, his mind was covered 
with darkness, ard: filled with 
distressing thoughts that he had 
rested short of the R ock of age* 
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as the foundation of his hope ; 
and that he should inevitably be 
yn hypocrite if he joined the 
church.—lIn this trying period 
of his life, he endeavored to 
make God his refuge ; and pray- 
ed for the light of his counte- 
nance that he might be led un- 
derstandingly, to know and to do 
lis will. ‘The time arrived, in 
which he was to be examined as 
acandidate for baptism. But his 
fears concerning himself still 
continued, and multiplied to such 
an host against him, that when 
he came to the meeting house 
door, he dared not -enter, but 
turned and walked into a small 
burying ground, and sat down 
upon a rock. —This place, by the 
kind hand of God upon him. 
was made, like the resting place 
which Jacob found, as he jour- 
neyed from Beersheba to Padan- 
aram. About sixty years after- 
ward, walking in the same bury-. 
ing ground, Mr. ‘Thurston stop- 
ped, putting his staff upon the 
rock, said, * There I sat down, 
overwhelmed with distress, while 
the church were waiting for me 
to come in, to give them an ac- 
count of the dealings of God 
with my soul. Soon afterI sat 
down, I was enabled through 
rich grace to give up myself, | 
and all I had, into the hands of 
my blessed Jesus, who immedi- 
ately dissipated the darkness 
which covered me,—removed 
mydistress,—filled me with peace 
and consolation, and gave me 
strength to declare what he had | 
done for my soul.” | 
He was received by thechurch, 
and baptized by their pastor, the 
Rev. Nicholas Eyers, and enjoy- 
ed great peace of mind, and 


establishment in the doctrine of 
Christ. 
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He was highiy esteeme in 
the church as a pious and pro- 
mising youth, and took an active 
part In their conference meet- 
ings, till God was pleased to 
call him to declare more pub- 
licly the glad tidings of salvation. 

He had many solemn and 
deep impressions upon his mind, 
that God had called him to 
preach, which he could not re- 
linquish ; believing that this 
opinion was agreeable to the 
scriptures, and corresponded 
with the experience of all the 
true ministers of Jesus. 

He frequently observed in the 
time of my acquaintance with 
him, that he could not assist 
inthe ordination of any, unless 
they had been born again, were 
clear in doctrine, and had a deep 
and satisfactory sense of being 
called of God, to preach his ev- 
erlasting gospel, and that it was 
their indispensable duty to obey 
God, and give themselves to the 
work of the ministry, that their 
profiting appear to all, and they 
be workmen needing not to be 
ashamed, rightky dividing the 
word of truth. Though he did 
not believe that they were called 
in this age of the world by mi- 
raculous evidence as the apos- 
tles were ; yet that they were de- 
signed by the Almighty for the 
work of the ministry, and there- 
fore a foundation was laid in 
their temper and talents for this 
important work, which would 
be manifested to others when 
the Lord’s time was come to 
put them into his vineyard, as 
workers with and for him. 

The gifts of nature, he con- 


sidered, with many who have 
written well upon the subject, to 
be “asound judgment, a clear 
understanding, a retentive me- 
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mory and an aptness to teach,” 
Should any enter the ministry 
evidently deficient in these, we 
may not expect much instruc- 
tion from them, although they 
may have experienced a change 
of heart, and travelled through 
all the customary courses of a 
classical and a liberal education. 

Also he held it as a great 
absurdity in any, to take encour- 
arement from the promises 
made to the apostics, when they 
have no satisfactory evidence of 
being moved by the same spirit, 
to preach and administer ordi- 
nances. For no man_ taketh 
this honor to himself, but he 
that is called of Gad. 

The church were well sat- 
isfied, after hearing his experi- 
ence of the operations of the 
spirit upon his mind, concerning 
the work.of the ministry, and 
listening; with pleasing atten- 
tion a number of times to hear 
him declare the great truths of 
the Christian system. They 
licensed him to preach in 1748, 
and requested him to be an 
assistant to their pastor, the 
Rev. Nicholas Eyers, 

Mr. ‘ihurston had to preach 
generally once on Lord’s day, 
and one lecture every week. His 
taste for information especial- 
ly in divinity was considerable, 
and he had an opportunity above 
many, to gratify this taste: for 
the Rev. Nicholas Eyers, with 
whom he was so intimately con- 
nected, was a man of good tal- 
ents and learning. The church 
were so well satistied with Mr. 
Thurston, that they were unwil- 
ling he should jeave them ; and 
on April 29, 1759, he was or- 
dained their pastor, for Mr. 
Eyers departed this life on the 
} 5th Feb,1759, suddenly, haying 
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preached part of the Lord’s day 
before. As Mr. Thurston was 
born, educated, experienced the 
eificacy of rich grace, joined 
this church, was licensed by 
them, preached among them, 
and by their united voice, 
ordained their pastor ; he was 
not ignorant of their expecta. 
tions from him as their minister 
in Christ. 

Ile therefore determined to 
give himself wholly to the all 
important work of preaching 
the glorious gospel of Christ, 
and to finish his course with joy. 
Consequently he left his for. 
mer business, which was lucra- 
tive, closed his accounts, and 
entered into the vineyard of the 
Lord with all his heart ; plead- 
ine the sweet promise which 
flowed from the Saviour’s lips ; 
“ Lo, Tam with you always even 
to the end of the world,” 

My, T. was endowed with an 
excellent disposition, and pos- 
sessed a good natural constitu- 
tion, with a quick and brilliant 
imagination. He was mild, re- 
ligious, studious and amiable in 
his family ; lively and enga- 
ging in all the social circles ol 
real friendship ; tender, meit- 
ing, solemn and devotionel 
among the sons and daughters 
of affliction ; easy and gracelul 
in all his public movements. 
His voice was strong and melo- 
dious, and his heart all alive 1n 
the great and arduous work of 
the ministry of reconciliation. 

He generally wrote the heads 
of his sermons, the quotations 
from scripture, and some of the 
most interesting ideas which he 
thought necessary for the clear 
illustration of his subject— 
These, he commonly com mitted 
to memory, and but seldom had 








his notes before hiseyes in pub- 
Jic. 

As he firmly believed, that 
God must pour down his spirit 
upon the people, or no success 
would follow the preaching of 
his word, he earnestly implored 
the divine aid and came into the 
pulpit as a live coal from the al- 
tarof his God. 

When writing to a young 
minister, whom he loved in 
the Lord, he said, “I hope 
this will find you ina good state 
of health, enjoying your mas- 
ter’s presence. I have no 
doubt you experience more and 
more of the importance of the 
work you are engaged in, and 
often think of these words; 
Who is sufficient for these 
things ? Christ will support and 
supply his ministers, Let him, 
therefore, be the main subject 
of your sermons, and invite gin- 
ners to come to him forstrength, 
and to his merits for acceptance. 
My heart rejcices to hear the 
success which has attended your 
ministry already : let it humble 
you and make you watchful, 
and while you are planting or 
watering, remember, that all the 
increase must come from God. 
Apply yourself close to the study 
of the scriptures, the best of 
books, and see that you advance 
hothing for doctrine, but what 
you can bring with a “ thus 
saith the Juord” for its confirma- 
tion. And now, I commend 
you unto God and the word of 
his grace, praying him to fur- 
hish you with every ministerial 
giitand grace, and abundantly 
Own your labors.” 

Mr. Thurston’s whole soul 
appeared to be formed for socie- 
'y, and to be deeply engaged in 
Preaching, powerfully, the plain 
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principles of the doctrine of 
Christ. Being possessed of 
pleasing pulpit talents, giving 
himself wholly to the work of 
the ministry, and being much 
engaged for the salvaiion of 
men and the glory of God, his 
hearers became so numerous 
that his meeting-house was en- 
larged twice, till it was 75 by 50 
feet, and was well filled as long 
as he was able to preach. He 
was favored with repeated revi- 
vals of religion among his peo- 
ple. Though these revivals 
were small in comparison with 
what miany experience in the 
ministry in the present day, 
yet his success was not measur- 
ed by the duration of his minis- 
try ; for many who professed re- 
ligion about the time, and after 
his death, dated their aweaken- 
ings, and some the beginning 
of their hope in the Saviour’s 
merits under his preaching.— 
And some within a few months, 
who have jeimed the church, 
declare, that the commence. 
ment of their concern began 
when he was their minister. 

A number of ministers own 
him as an instrument in the 
Lord’s hands of their awakening, 
comfort and establishment in the 
faith of God’s elect.* 


re 


* The Rev. William Ropers, D. D, 
was Mr. Thurston’s nephew. He 
graduated «st Brown University, 
September 9th, 1769, was baptized 
September, 1770; licensed to preach 
August, 1771; removed to Philadel- 
phia in December, 1771 ; ordained 
May 31st, 1772; was a chaplain in 
the revolutionary army under the 
immortal Washington, from March, 
1776, till June, 1751 ; appointed Pro- 
fessor of English and Oratory in the 
College and Academy of Philadel- 
phia in March, 1789. He received 
a doctorate in July, 1790; was elect- 
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Many of his excellent letters 
within my hands can only be 
glanced at, in such a perform- 
ance as this; and only a few 
*<entences which he uttered con- 


cerning his happy exit, from 
time into the unspeakable enjoy- | 


ment of his Lord in eternity. 


Newport, 24th March,1792. 
“ DEAR MADAM, 

“T have heard that you have 
not enjoyed so good health of 
late as usual, on account of the 
Joss of one of your cyes; and 
that you desire me to write you 
on this subject. 

“ Could any thing drop from 
my pen that might be beneficial 
and comfortable, it would yield 
me the most peculiar pleasure. 
We are informed by scripture, 


that affliction cometh not out of 


the ground, neither doth trouble 
spring out of the dust. It is 
not by chance, but by the will 
and counsel of God, and is de- 
signed for our benefit. Heb. xii. 
$—18. You have heard and 
read much of Job,—his severe 
trials and afflictions, and his pa- 


tience, and the gracious end } 


the Lord had-in view. All 
turned out at last to his great 
advantage. He learned more 
of God and his divine perfec- 
tions, than ever he knew before ; 
so that he abhorred himself, 
and repented in dust and ashes. 
{ hope, my dear friend, that 
your present afilicuon will be 
so sanctified, that it may have 
‘the same blessed effects. 
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sufficiency to make us happy 
It is all in vain to expect happi- 
hess from any quarter, but in 
the love and favor cf God, and 
being re-united to him throuch 
our Lord Jesus Christ. ’ 

“ The loss of the sight of one 
eye is very great, andit is 4 
mercy you have one leit. These 
bodily cyes must soon fail—be 
closed, and we be in the land of 
darkness, where we shall not 
need them. Job x. 21, 22. 

“ But, dear madam, there js 
another eye which the Lord will 


}give to all who Jove him su- 


premely ; which is vasily pre- 
ferable to us, even in this world; 


'T mean the eye of faith. By 


this, Abraham saw Christ’s da 
and was glad: by this, Job saw 
his Redeemer, and Moses saw 
him who was invisible. By this, 
we now behoid the once suffer- 
ing, bleeding Lamb of God, who 
died for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification. Yes, by 
this eye, we can Jook within the 
vail and see Christ, seated at 
the right hand of God, and ever 
living to make intercession for 
all who come unto God by him. 
By this eye, we can look through 
the pearly gates of the New 
Jerusalem, and view the spirit 
of the just made perfect.; jol0- 
ed with the blessed angels In 
celebrating the praises of their 
God and King. 

“ O transporting sight! Me- 
thinks, madam, you are now res 
dy to cry, Lord, evermore $16 
me this sight ! He will give 
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‘ Afflictions are God’s school. 
There we may learn the vanity 
ef this world, and its utter in- 
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to every one who comes unto 
him and asks for it. Yes; deat 
friend, I have something more 
to say, that we shall see the deat 
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ail their members, and fashion 
them like his own glorious body. 
Then hope will cease in fruition, 
and faith in vision. Then those 
eyes which have been so long 
closed and useless, shall be 
opened again, and made useful. 
With mine eyes shall I behold 
him, and not enother for me. 
Then shall we see the Saviour, 
and converse with him, as one 
friend converseth with another. 
We shall see him and be entire- 
ly conformed to his image, and 
be ever with the Lord. ‘Think, 
dear friend, what a glorious sight 
this will be, which can never 
wax old,*or dim. ‘Vhe inhzb- 
itants of the New Jerusalem 
shall no more say they are sick. 
There will be no more pain ; 
sorrow and sighing shall entirely 
flee away. 

“The dear Lord grant you, 
and every branch of your family 
this portion. 

“ ] remain your sincere friend, 

“ GARDNER THURSTON.” 


{0 a young Minister under some 
trials. 


“] rejoice in the grace of 
Ged bestowed on you, and the 
success granted you. I pray 
God, to give you the wisdom of 
the serpent, and the harmless- 
hess of the dove. A good cause, 
a’ good conscience, a steady and 
uniform conduct, will put to si- 
lence the ignorance of foolish 
men. I cannot give you better 
advice than Paul gave to Timo- 
thy. Read again and again his 
second Epistle, second chapter. 
I sympathize with you in your 
tnals ; but be assured that God 
will be with you in: six and in 
seven troubles. I know that 
yourmind must be differently 
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exercised, and Satan will not be 
wanting on his part, to take 
every advantage to hurt your 
usefulness, and there are some 
who wil unite with him, and 
watch for your halting. 

“I believe that God, who 
walks in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks, will suport 
and defend you. Be upon your 
guard to cut off occasion from 
those who seek eceasion to speak, 
disrespectfully of you. Endeavor 
always to exhibit a gospel tem- 
per. If they curse, do yow 
bless ; for the servant of the 
Lord must not strive, but in 
meekness instruct those who 
oppose themselves. You must 
not think your efflictions strange. 
They are what your Master and 
many of his. servants met with 
before. You are only filling up 
your measure of that which was 
behind, of the affliction of Christ 
in your flesh, for his body’s sake, 
whichis the church. O blessed 
privilege, to partake with Christ 
in his afflictions. Be not dis- 
couraged, for the power of the 


enemy is limited like the great 


f 


deep ; hitherto it may come and 
no further. For the. wrath of 
man shall. praise him, and the re- 


mainder shall he restrain. Con- 


cerning polemic performances, 
I will just observe, that I have 
formerly read many, and after 
all I find the bible to be the best 
book to discover what truth is; 
and to establish us in the truth. 
In this book we find a glorious 
display of God’s justice in the 
righteous condemnation of the 
wicked, and a glorious display of 
his divine grace in the-salvation 
of his people, even from the 
foundation to the top stone, it is 
all grace, grace, free grace.” 
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Again he writes, “ My dearly 
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; x beloved son in the faith, you 
Hf and I must not only preacha 
5 crucified Jesus, but live to his 
ee glory. In the morning sow thy 
i bk seed, &c. and God will biess and 
A is grant success when and where 
Ae lie pleases. He will reward 
Te his ministers not according to 


their success, but according to 
their faithfulness. 

i think every means in our 
power ought to be made use of, 


Gardner Thurston, [ Nov. 
which I have passed through 
He has indeed been a present 
help in time of trouble. How 
unsuitable would it be for us to 
have ail our evils and tryin 
changes in view at once!” ” 

Therefore let us admire the 
words of Jesus: © Sufficient to 
the day isthe evil thereof.” 

He warns us against being fil- 
led with anxiety about tomorrow, 

O, may I ever lean on my 













for the spread of the gospel. 
How affecting it ts, that sucha 
laree part of the inhabitants of 
this elobe are now In gross dark- 
ness: lt appears to me, by the 

















that some great good is abort 
to be disclosed to the world. O, 
that God would be pleased to 
open the fountain of his good- 
ness and cause the divine influ- 
ence of his Spirit te spread far 
and wide, till the whole earth be 
filled with his glory and all na- 
tions sce hfs salvation.” 

Mr. Thurston was well ac- 
quainted with afflictions, for he 
lived to see all his near relations 
except his dauzhter, buried. On 
these cccasions he gave vent to 
his pious soul by writing to his 







































































liis heart. 

To one of his correspondents 
he cbserves, * “ I embrace the 
present opportunity to inform 
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past. I have 
to bless God who has been the 
guide of my youth and through 
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present events of Providence, | 


friends the genuine exercises of 


vou, that I enjoy a better state of 
health than I have for some vears 
abundant reason | 


life, for that support afforded me 
In the late trying dispensation 


* A little after he had buried his 
affectionate, pious and much esteem- 
ed wife, who deparied this life Dee. 


helper God. Tam _ indeed pas. 
sing through the very furnace 
of affliction and drinking the 
bitter cup of the same: butit is 
the cup which my heavenly Fa- 
ther gives me, and it is mixed 
with mercy. It ts all right; for 
I am sure that innnite wisdom 
cannot err, and that infinite 
goodness orders all things for 
the best to them who bove him. 
O, why should such an unproit- 
able servant as I am be spared ? 
What are the designs of Pro- 
vidence? Surely the Lord hae 
something further for me to co 
in his house, else I should have 
been cut down. I am firm ip 
the opinion that God will not 
take away his ministers before 
their work is done. If there 
be one more sinner to be 
converted by his ministry, one 
more saint to be comforted, 
they will be continued. I hope 
i shall be willing to wait all the 
days of my appointed time, tik 
tiny change come ; then through 
rich grace, be like a shock of 
corn fully ripe coming in, 1 Hs 
season. And why should a 
minister or a Christian wish to 
stay one moment longer out of 
heaven than he can be useful ‘ 
It was Mr. Thurston’s meat and 
drink te be usefulin Zion, and he 
was‘ so till his departure ; al- 
though he was net able to preach 
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for about three years before his | son to regret, that I have made 


death ; yet he was able to at- | 


tend meeting for the most part 
of that time, and to visit his 
flock. and to speak comfortably 
anto God’s people. Ile appear- 
ed to be all the time on the wing 
for heaven ; in fine we can say 
with propriety, that his conver- 
sation was in heaven. I had the 
pleasure of accompanying anum- 
ber of ministers and Christian 
friends to his house, in the course 
of about eighteen months be- 
fore he left us, and they all said, 
when we returned from an in- 
terview with him, that they 


-—- ¢ 





never saw any one, so uncondi- 
tionally given up to live upon | 
the promises of God as he was, 

and who would talk so familiar- 

ly and constantly about death, 

being with Jesus, knowing the 

saints in heaven, and the unut- 

terable felicity which would 

overwhelm the whoie ransomed 

family of God in the resurree- 

tion morning. 

With all this glow of love to 
God and men, he appeared even 
in his deportment, and regtlar 
in conversation. He observed, 
“that the more we advance in 
the divine life, the more regu- 
lar our frames will be.” ‘ My 
dear Lord,” said he, * has not 
forsaken me in my advanced 
ave. I feel determined as much 
as ever to'go on in the strength of 
the Lord, andto make mention of 
his righteousness, and of his only. 
For it pleased him to convince 
me,in my very early days, of 
the depravity of my nature, and 
the wretchedness of my heart ; 
and to call me by his free and 
sovereign grace, into the way 
of life and salvation, alone thro’ 
the merits and righteousness of 
his dear Son. But I have rea- 


Vou. I. NO. 11. 


ay 
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so little progress in the Chris- 
tian life. By the grace of God 
fam what I am. The enjoy- 
mentof the divine presence is 
better than fife. 

The Psalmist prared that God 
wotild not leave him, when he 
was old and grey-headed ; and 
God says, I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee. O, how excel- 
lentalsois that ali comprehensive 
promise, I willbe their God, and 
they shall be my people. Sa- 
tan will try his utmest to shake 
the foundation of the Christian’s 
hope, to despair of his relation 
to Godas a Father in Christ ; 


nay, toraise if possible the foun-. 


dation of ail religion: And need 
We wonder, that he should thus 
temptus, when we learn that 
he tempted our dear Redeemer? 
But we cantell him that he is 
conquered and vanquished, and 
that Christ’s victory is ours. Isa. 
x}. 1, 2. John xvi. 35. 7 

Christ’s death, resurrection and 
intercession all combine to. ren¢ 
derthebcliever’shope both sure 
and stedfast. But O, this wretch- 
ed heart of unbelief, this de- 
stroys the Christian’s connfort. 
Lord, increase our faith ; Lords 
help our unbelief He adds, 
“ My dear friend, when you get 
near to Goud, let nye request the 
remembrance of one, who is the 
least of all saints.” 

Mr. Thurston was remarka- 
bly fond of meditating, and con- 
versing upon the triumphs of 
the Christian over death, and the 
erave; and the perfection of 
our nature, and the extensive- 
ness of our knowledge, when 
we come to dwell with Christ In 
heaven. “ QO,” said he, * when 
{come into the glorious pres- 


ence of my Lord, I shall see and 
Ddd 

















410 


know those servants, and chil- 
dren of my heavenly Lather, 
with whom I took sweet coun- 
sel while on earth. Yes, I shall 
know themas quick and with as 
much certainty as Peter knew 
Moses and Elias, when they de- 
scended from heaven to Mount 
‘Taber to converse with Christ. 
1 am not afraid to die, for my 
Lord Jesus will be with me, and 
Tshall fear no evil. I know m 
whom I have believed, and am 
surethat he will keep that, 
which I have committed unto 
him. What is that? It is my 
all, for I have been enabled to 
give myself into his hands. 
Yherefore I am not troubled 
avout his property, for. he 
knows how to keep it.’ Onc 
morming 1 called upon him, just 
after he had recovered from a 
fainting, and with asmiule upon his 
countenance, he said, “1 did not 
think of seeing your face again 
m the flesh ene hour past ; for 
Iexpectedto have been with Je- 
sisin heaven before this mo- 
ment. YetIido not wish you 
to think taut my Lord wili tarry 
toolongy. His understanding ts 
infinite. Ile is unchangeable. | 
have lived toa good old age and 
have seen the salvation of the 
Lord. I iong to see my Say- 
iour in glory. He will come 
quickly. Lorme to die is gain. 
Vie death of the riehteous is 
cullcdonly asicep. Them who 
sleepin Jesus wiil God bring 
with him. And the dead in 
Christ shall rise first. We 
shall then be like him, for we 
shall sec him as he is. He 
Wil chance our vile bedies, and 
make thom like unto his most 


g:orious bedy. Then shall Ibe 


wa; 
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view, he was more unwell, and 
became debilitated in his sneech 
and fora few days before i 
death, could not communicate 
intelligibly, the (transporting 
views he had of another world 
But his serene and smiling 
eve 
powerfally combined to shew 
unto us, that the arms of jnf- 
bite strength were underneath, 
and the light of God’s counte- 
nance beaming upon his soul. 
Mr. R. Rogers, his Nephew, 
and myself were sitting by him, 
when he fell asleep in Jesus up- 
on the 23d of August 1802, 
without uttering one groan to 
pierce our hearts. 


‘“Now smilling angels round him 
walt, 

And watt his spirit to that state, 

Where nothing shall his peace 
annoy, 

Where dwells unuttcrabie joy ; 

Where trees of life for ever grow, 

And springs of living waters fow. 

O! may ke hear, trom Christ the 
Son, 

The happy plaudit of well done, 

Tn buss supreme O, miay he shine, 

With a refulgence all divine.” 


Ic left only cne daughter to 


mourn the departure of one 

i 
of the best, most dear, tencer, 
pious and affectionate fathers, 


that has lived enearth. 
This amiable daughter psd 

every attention to her father 

which was possible fora chiid to 





se rente Lie N tot i eb) ' 
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do inthis vale of tears; and 1 mey 
safely say that he was wore? 
of such universal attention. It 
was his earnest prayer that she 
might experience the eilicacy ot 
tich grace, and we have the hap- 
piness to believe she has ; lor 
since his death our dear Lor 
has given her a poo hope, 
through grace, and she bas Jol 





ed the church. 
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Upon the 25th of August the 
ministers of every denomination 
in the town, and some from the 
adjacent towns, and a large mul- 
titude attended his funeral, when 
the Rev. Stephen Gano, of Pro- 
vidence, delivered a suitab!e dis- 
course from Rey. n. 10. 

Here the dear flock of God 
sav their under shepherd 
cloathed in death, and laid 
among the dead. Multitudes 
wept over his dust. He went 
down to the grave beloved by ali 
denominations who knew him ; 
for his character was unblem- 
ished and truly dear to the 
hearts of the pious. 

Thus, dear sir, I put into your 


hands the small sketch of the 


life of your uncle, and leave it 

with you to make that use of it, 

which you may think best for 

the interest of religion and sub- 

scribe myself, 

Yours, affectionatcly, 

JOSHUA BRADLEY. 

Mansfield, (Conn.) Oct. 1808. 

Mr. Joseph Rogers. 


——e > 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE 


REV. SIR; 


THE following letter, ad- 
dressed by a Clergyman to one 
of his parishioners, is submitted 
to your disposal. You will pub- 
lish it or not, as you shall think 
best. 


Yours, &c. 


DEAR SIR, 
S you have ever treated me 
in a friendly manner, I can- 
not but be deeply interested in 
your welfare, and feel a sincere 
Wish to promote your happiness. 
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The friendship which I entertain 
for youisreal ; itisa friendship for 
your eternal us weil as temperal 
concerns; it is an ardent desire 
that you a be happy in eter- 
ellas intime. Asan 
icnierachghe of this friendship. 
i have, after much deliberation, 
determined to address a letter to 
you on a subject which most 
men think Important, 1 mean the 
subject of religion. Whatever 
your opinion may be of the sen- 
U-xents which my letter shall 
contain, I feel a confidence that 
you will do justice to my motives 
in writing,—that you will believe 
I am influenced by no sinister 
views,—that I am, as I profess 
to be, governed by a real regard 
foryou. Let merequest you to 
peruse what I write with candor 
and with attentlon ; condemn 
not my segtiments without ex- 
amining them ; and let them 
have that influence upon you 
which, upon mature reflection, 
you shall think they merit. 

We have often conversed to- 


gether upon reiigious topics ; ; 


and I have heard you advance 
sentiments which, if my ideas 
are right, evince you to beina 
very dangeroussituation ; where- 
as if you are right and I am 
wrong, IT amas safe, both as re- 
gards my present and future well 
being,as youare. There isthis 
very great difference in our re- 
spective systems, that upon your 
pian we are both safe, but-upon 
mine you are not only in an 
error, ‘put an error which en- 
dangers your eternal happiness. 


You will not wonder then that, 
if Jam sincere in believing as 
I profess and as I preach, I 
should feel concerned for you, 
as I have heard you advance 
sentiments diametrically eppo- 
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site to mine on some important 
points. 

~ Jn formicge your ideas of what 
Christlanity really is, let me ask 
vou first of all, not to judge of it 
simply from the conduct of its 
professors, or even of its min- 
isters. That there are in the 
Christian world many hypocrites, 
cannot be dented ; and that some 
Christian ministers do not be- 
Neve what they preach, may 
also be true. But, my dear Sir, 
does it jollow from this that 
Christianity is not a good sys- 
tem; that it is not of divine 
original ; or that there are no 
sinccre professors oy preachers 
of that system ? Let .not then 
the misconduct of any who call 
themselves Christians lead you 
to discard the system, without a 
full and candid examination of 
what Christianity is, as taught 
by Christ and his Apostles. And 
Jet me ask you tolook for your- 
self in this respect. Many men, 
youlg men especially, embrace 
loose, infidel principles, because 
such are the principles of men 


who have distinguished them- | 


selves in the republic of letters. 
But let meask you, have there not 
been men onthe side of Chris- 


tianity equal in strength of natu- | 
ral genius, and in acquired learn- 


ing to any who have been on the 


opposite side IT wil! not men-. 
@ion any Ecclesiastics, Lecause | 


they may be considered as in- 
terested in the question. Were 
not Lord Bacon, Sir Robert 
Boyle, Sir Isaac Newton, and 
many other cminent civilians, 
equal to anv of the champions of 
infidelity in strength of judg- 
ment, in deep, penetrating re- 
search, in force of mind? The 
number and abilities of infidels, 
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therefore, furnish no argument 
in their favor. 

But you will say, Why these 
remarks upon infidelity ? You 
wil tell me you are not an in- 
Adel ; that you are a believer jy 
Christianity, according as you 
understand it. I reply, there is 
a loose, vague, indistinct belief 
of the Christian religion very 
little, if any better than open, 
avowed infidelity. And here, my 
friend, I candidly confess, I fear 
lies the difficulty with you. Let 
me turn your attention toa few 
iundamental points. 

That man dies, after spending 
a few vears in this world, is a 
certain truth ; and, so far as our 
senses are any guide to us, he 
is no better than brutes in this 
respect. We see him die and 
waste away like them. Now, is 
that the end of man? Does he 
cease to exist at death ? That 
you have often thought upon the 
subject I fully believe ; and as 
I never heard you express a 
doubt on that point, I shall take 
it for granted that you believe 
‘in a future state of existence. 
| Let me ask you what proof you 
have of this? Will you tell me, 
reason teaches it to you { I be- 
lieve, Sir, you will find it clitl- 
cult to prove it from reason ony, 
Many thingsapprove themselves 
to our reason when discovered; 
which reason alone could not at 
first discover. It is well known 
that the ancient Greek and Ko- 
‘man philosophers expressed 
‘doubts on this subject. I ney. 
| were not at least fully satisfied. 

And are there not maby moder 

philosophers, who openly assert 
that death is an cterpal sleep 

True, it has been the popular 
belief of all nations, that the 
i soul isimmortal. But J appre 
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hend this came originally from 
revelation made to man ; be- 
cause 1 cannot ration: ally account 
for the idea upon any other sup- 
position ; and I coniess that did 
j not believe in the scriptures 
as a divine revelation, I should 
have no evidence which would 
satisfy my mind, that I was to 
exist after death. Is it not the 
case with you, that your beliel 
of a future state arises either 
{rom tradition, or from what you 
see in the scriptures! If from 
the former simply, you surely, 
as areflecting, judicious man, 
cannot be satisfied with it. If 
from the latter, that is, from 
the scriptures, it must be because 
you believe them written by di- 
vine revelation. But, my friend, 
if the immortality of man is to 
be believed because it is taught 
in the bible, are not other doc- 
trines contained in that book to 
be believed also ? Is it consistent 
with reason,—is it consistent 
with the wisdom and goodness 
of God, to suppose that a book, 
purporting to be a revelation 
from him, should be partly in- 
spired and partly not. If in- 
spired, it can contain nothing 
but truth. ‘The consequence 
appears to me unavoidabie. If 
one doctrine is to be received 
as true, because revealed in the 
scriptures, every other doctrine 
contained there, ought also to be 
received. We here get beyond 
the province of reason. Having 
by reason, established the divine 
inspiration of the scriptures, it 
will not do to bring any religious 
sentiment to the test of reason 
alone. If it appears to be clear- 
ly taught in the scriptures, it is 
tobe believed, if the scriptures 
are acknowledged as true. Con- 
tistency requircs this. Wholly 
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yretect the bible asa divine re- 


velation, or wholly receive it. 
W hat is to be the situation of 
man aiter death ' Happy, you 
say. What proof have you of 
this? Will you tell me that 
your reason teaches you so? 
Look a little at the idea, and 
see lf it is not your wishes rather 
than yourreason. I have before 
intimated, that it is at least doubt- 
ful, whether unassisted reason 
can prove a future cxistence.— 
But, admitting that it can, it 
cannot inform us with certainty, 
any thing concerning the condi- 
tion of man in that state ; at 
most it cannot insure to us hap- 
piness. IJtisa just philosophical 
maxim, that the same causes 
will always produce the game 
effects. What occasions most 
of the misery in this life ? Is it 
not the impreper, sinful conduct 
of men? What evidence have 
you from reason, that men will 
be better in a future state? And 
if not better, can they be hap- 
pier’ .Do men as they grow 
older in life,always grow better? 
They lay aside some of their 
youthful vices it is true; but 
is their temper, is the state of 
their minds better ? And does 
not happiness depend on” the 
state of the heart / Perhaps you 
will say, the benevolence of God 
will lead him to make man hap- 
py. But why does not the samg, 
benevolence induce God to make 
all men hapey here’ Surely 
his power and wisdom will not 
be greater hereafter than they 
are now. Upon the principles 
of reason alone, therefore, we 
cannot prove that any will be 
happier in another life than they 
are in this. Besides, a belief in 





the existence and perfections of 
God, necessarily involves a be- 
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hie 

if HB lief of man’s actountability — 
i y And if man is accountable, what 
ae di evidence docs reason afford that 


God will pardon his sins at all? 
True, we inight hope it, but we 








cannot be certain of it. Justice 
| is an attribute of a perfect be- 
f on ing as weilas goodness. Irom | 
ne what’ source, then, will you | 
Hi i | draw arguments, which are con- | 
in| clusive, that God will pardon } 
re) your sins, and make you more | 
5 hh happy In cternity than you now | 


are ? Are you sure that repent- 
ance alone will propitiate his 
favor? And if it will, are you 
sure that if you die without re- 
penting, you shall then repent ? 
{ hesitate not to assert, that hu- 
man reason cannot give a satis- 
factory answer to these ques- 
tions. Men, while engaged in 
the busy scenes of hife,and there- 
fore thinking little of them, may 
suppose they are clear enough ; 
but it becomes a wise man to 
reflect, and consider on what he | 
is risking his eternal happiness ; 
it certainly becomes him not to 
erect hopes of happiness, till he 
sees whether he has a founda- 
tion that will support them. 

But you will say, perhaps, it 
is from the bible you adopt the 
idea of being happy in eternity. 
Here, again, let me ask you 
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to be consistent. If itis from 
that book only, that you can de- 
Yive any satisfactory evidence of 
‘a future state, or of the nature 
of that state; then why not look 
there only for information on the 
subject;—why -not believe the 
whole system there contained ! 
It is an absurd suppositionx—one 
which a man of your good sense 
ought not to admit, that one 
part of the system of Christian- 
ity comes from God, and that 
there is no truth in the other 
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part. IT admit that the }j 
clearly holds forth the idea of 
a future state of immortal glory 
and blessedness ; but ] hesitate 
not to say, that it also Clearly 
reveals that glory and blessed. 
ness will not be the portion of 
tnose who die in their sins, be. 
cause, in the first place, jus- 
tice requires that they should 
be punished ; and, secondiy, 


SS 
vie 


_ they are not fitted for the enjoy- 


ment of such a state; sin in 
its very nature leading to misery. 
It is not, my dear Sir, from the 
bible, that the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation is derived. Men 
may Criticise upon the meaning 
of certain Greek and Hebrew 
words ; they may select particu- 
lar passages, and separating them 
from their connection, gather 
from them an idea which suiis 
their preconceived notions, and 
their depraved wishes, and in 
this way buiid up a scheme, 
which to them, appears right. 
But is this a reasonable,—is it a 
fair mode of proceeding with 
the scriptures ? Take and view 
them asa whole, and you will 
find them representing the hu- 
man race as consisting of two 
eeneral classes, different in their 


' views and conduct, and to be 


differently disposed of alter 
death. Now, have you closely 
examined the bible, with that 
serious attention which a ques 
tion of such importance demands, 
and thence derived the belic! 
that all mankind are to be saved: 
Orhave you not rather embraced 
the idea from that desire of hap- 
piness which 1s natural to man 
and from some indistinct lees 
of the benevolence of God, with: 
out inquiring into the real cha- 
racter of God ; into the real na 
‘ture of sin and holiness, and Li- 
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to the scripture idea of heaven- 
ly happiness? A man of your 
good natural sense, and of your 
inquisitive mind, ought not to 
gatisfy himself with superficial 
enquiries into such deeply inier- 
esting points. 

My frieid, does not this sub- 
ject merit your serious atien- 
tion? The bublwie ef ike will 
soon break. And when death 
comes, it wil be too late to cor- 
recterrors. Is it not wise to be 
onthe safe side ? You finda part 
of: mankind, and some of them 
atleast not inferior in point of 
intellectual cndownicnts, believ- 
ing from the biuie, that a part 
only of the human rice Is to be 
saved. You find cthers proles- 
sing to belive that all will be sa- 
ved. Now, if the last are cor- 
rect in their sentiments, the oth- 
ers will in the final issue fare as 
well as they; and if they are 
sometimes troubled in this life, 
by their fears concerning futu- 
Yity, it is a matter of little con- 
sequence, as thislife is so short 
compared with eternity. But if 
the former are right, what will 
become of those who, thinking 
all mankind will finally be hap- 
py, give themselves no anxicty 
respecting a future state, and 
restrain themselves from vice 
only from motives of present in- 
terest and convenience ’ Let me 
intreat you seriously to repre- 
sent to yourself the = situa- 
tion of a manof the world, de- 
parting from life, under a per- 
suasion that he is going into a 
state of happiness, because he 
believes all mankind will be 
saved,andthen finding himself in 
that state of misery, which some 
believe will be the portion of 
Impenitent sinners ? How dif- 





& man, dying with fear and 
trembling from an apprehension 
of appearing before a holy God, 
and then finding bis fears wrong, 
and that ail mankind are to be 
happy after death? How differ- 
ent also his situation from the 
Christian, who dies in the exer- 
cise of a lively faith and a ti: 
umphant hone of immortal bles-: 
sedness, and after death finds 
his condition much happier than 
he bad even Imagined while in 
life? Dees not the bare possibil- 
ity thatthe doctrine of universat 
salvation may be false, require 
that it should not be embraced 
without a careful examination ? 

And now, my friend, let me 
repeat my request that yeu 
would look into these things. 1 
have thought from expressions 
which I have heard you drep, 
within a few months, that you 
was gradually plunging deeper 
and deeper into what’ [ consid- 
eved as very dangerous errors. 
And I cannot view a friend in 
such a situation without feeling 
the deepest anxiety for him.— 
Were you to: see mein some 
eminent danger, would not your 
friendship lead you to endeavor 
torclieve me? Aud can I hear 


‘you advance sentiments, which 
appear to me to endanger the 


sulvation of your immortal soul, 
and do nothing to save you from 
that ruia which I fearis coming 


Fupon you! If Ican, I deserve 
| not to be called your friend. E 


wish you every temporal bles- 
sing ; | wish you every reason- 
able worldly felicity ; but 1 feek 


}much more anxious for your 


soul, and for your cternal well 
beine. Say not that it is my 
business to be a preacher; and 
that it is well for me to write 


fervent his stuation from that of| in this strain. It is notia ths 
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éharacter of a preacher that I 
place myself, in addressing this 
letter to you; it is in the 
character of a friend pieading 
with another friend to pay atten- 
tion to his own good. As I 
firmly believe in the Christian 
system, and believe it in the 
sense in which I preach it, you 
cannot wonder at my anxiety on 
your behaif. Think me not as- 
suming ; pardon my engaged- 
ness; and believe me tobe, with 
the most ardent wishes for your 
temporal and eternal felicity, 
Your sincere friend, 
as well as affectionate 


PASTOR. } 


ant: 3): 
Explanation of Scrijtural Tupres. 
| No. XVI. 
(Continued from p. 342.) 
JosHuA a type cf Christ. 


N Moses, delivering the Is- 

raclites from their Egyptian 
bondage, as the lawgiver, and 
guide of the peculiar people 
through the wilderness to Ca- 
naan, we have a typical repre- 
sentation of Christ emancipating 
his church from the dominion of 
Satan, the misery of sin, and 
conducting his chosen people 
through the dispensation of the 
law—and saints through the toil- 
some pilgrimage of this world, 
to their heavenly and eternal rest. 
When Moses bad accomplished 
the ministry of his office, he 
was succeeded by, Joshua, in- 
vested with a diffcrent office, to 
perform important services for 
the people of God ; and in Josh- 
ua we have Christ assuming 


'Lxplanation of Scriptural Types. 
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another character, and per 
ing the most essential services 
for his church. In Moses, the 
Israelites had a.deliverer, a lay. 
giveranda guide; butin Joshua, 
a general and a conqueror, 
W hen the Amalekites attacked 
them in the wilderness, Joshua 
led them to battle and to victory, 
Having conducted them throuch 
Jordan, he commeuced his mili- 
tary, career, by assuiling the 
strongly lorufied city of Jericho, 
with the blowing of the rans- 
horns-trumpets by the priests ; 
at the continued sound of which, 
the walis fell flat to the ground, 
and the chosen tribes instantly 
“took possession. He led the 
Fvaliant men of Israel against 
the kings of Canaan, making a 
common cause and combined 
for their destruction. He made 
war a long time with the kings 
of the’ Amorites, and the inhabi- 
tants of the land, until he had 
conquered, subdued and expelled 
them from their doasts. The 
Canaanites being subdued, he 
divided their land to the chosen 
tribes, and each possessed the 
lot of his inheritance. By him 
they were introduced andsettled, 
in order and peace, in earthly 
prosperity and glory, in the land 
which the Lord God had pro- 
mised to their fathers. In 
Joshua and his conquests, and m 
thre earthly prosperity and felt- 
city of the Israelites, the chosen 
people of God, in the land of 
Canaan, have we not the follow- 
ing evangelical subjects 1mpres- 
sively represented ! 

1. In his war with the Amale- 
kites, and the other enemies ol 
the Israelites in the wilderness, 
have we not exhibited Christ, the 
Captain of salvation for his peo- 


form- 








ple combatting the enemies © 








of his church, and conducting it 
through all its conflicts under 
the dispensation of Moses, until 
it made the transition from that 
economy to its evangelical state ! 

9. In Joshua, as the captain 
of Israel, assaulting the walls 
of Jericho, with the blowing of 
trumpets, made of the horns of 
rams by the priests, have we 
not typically exhibited,in glowing 
colors, Christ as a man of war, 


and the captain of the host of| 


the Lord ; the church, assalling 
the strongly fortified and gur- 
yisoned port of Satan’s domin- 
jon in his old heathen empire 
by the gospel trumpet, sounded 
by his apostles and ministers,— 
and in the falling of the walls of 
Jericho by the continued sound 
of ram’s norns trumpets, of all 
martial implements the most 
simple and incificient, do we 
not see the barriers of Satan’s 
kingdom prostrated by the 
preaching of the gospel, of the 
very humble and despised doc- 
trine of the cross ? “ The weap- 
ons,of our warfare,’ said the apos- 
tle, “ are not carnal, but mighty 
through God, to the pulling 
down of strong holds.” 

8. In the victory of Joshua 
and the Israelites over the com- 
bined kings, and their extended 
conquests of the various nations 
of Canaan until they were sub- 
dued, and the Iand had rest from 
war, may we not sce the con- 
tinued and extended conquests 
of. Christ and his church, of the 
combined powers of darkness, 
and the various parts of Satan’s 
Visible empire in the world, until 
they shall be all vanquished and 
subdued ; as in the possession, 
order and happy state of the 
Chosen tribes in the promised 


prosperity, peace and happiness 
of the church in its millennial 
condition on earth, and ultimate- 
ly its clorified state in heaven. 

4. Asin Joshua, conducting 
the Israelites to conflicts and vic- 
tory over the kings of Canaan, and 
in thetr peaceful and happy state 
in the promised inheritance, we 
have a type of Christ, as the 
head and leader of his church, 
conducting it throurh all its 
confiicts with its visible enemies, 
and introducing it to its millenni- 
al prosperity aud eternal felicity : 
sO we have in him a representa- 
ion of Christ, as the spirivual 
guide and leader of his people, 
in ail their spiritual conficts 
with their internal, spiritual ene- 
mies, and through bis skill and 
agency, out of weakness are they 
made strong, wax valiaut in the 
spiritual warfare,and putto fieht 


>] 
the numerous hosts of their Spi- 


than conquerors through him 
who has loved them, and die 

for them, and receive the hondr 
and reward of victory, an eter- 
nal crown of glory.—And when 
Christ shail have conducted his 
people to the mansions prepared 
for them in his Father’s house 
and kingdom, may he not make 





the appeal to them which Joshua 
made to Israel, You know in 
ail your hearts, and im all your 
souls, that not one thing hath 
failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God spake 
concerning you ; all are come 
to pass unto you, and not one 
thing thereof hath failed. 

When Joshua had conquered 
Canaan, and put the Israelites in 
possession of it, he fell onsleep 
and was laid unto his fathers. 
And when Christ shall have sub- 








lands, we may see the order,' dued all things to himself, and 
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put down all rule and all author- 
ty and all power, he will then 
deliver up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father, and God shall 
eallinall. Amen. itven so, 
Lord Jesus. 


_ [To be continued. ] 
——at = 
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MY DEAR SON, 
YNSTANTLY on hearing of 
& your deep and complicated 
attiction, [ attempted to suggest 
to you reasons for such sub- 
mission as alone can support 
the mind under the chastise- 
ments of a holy Providence. In 
our repiv, you say, “ I once 
hovght Tibad faith tin Ged, now 
I fiad LT had not. How shall! 
come to him, and how shali 1 
stay myself upen him!” ‘rhe 
very words of your guestion 
point toa divine direction, which 
1 wiil endeavor to explain. 

“VY ithout faith it is impossible 
to picase him ; for he that com- 
eth to Ged, must believe that he 
is, and that he 1s the rewarder 
ct them that diivently seek 
him.’ Certumiy the ques- 
tion, flow sneli we come to God 
so us to please and be accepted 
by him, is important, and it is 
one, Which frst or last, we shail 
ali make with serious lmportu- 
nity. So ieong as woridly pros- 
perity shinesarcund us; so lone 
as we can ind amusement and 
employment in worldly things, 
as you have done ; and death, 
with the :houghis of it, are placed 
out of view. it is possible the 
question may take little hold of 
our minds. But when deep ad- 


Yersity, which, by our own power 
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we can neither escape nor resist 
fails on us, or when death ap- 
proac hes, the inquiry wii appear 
all-important, and equally so to 
every man who justly realizes 
the situation of a creature. |p 
such cases, it will be desirable 
to come to God as an almighty 
helper, and a Saviour who hath 
mercy for the miserable and 
helpless. 

We must come to him, be- 
lieving that he is, with a firm 
conviction of his existence, and 
some just apprehensions of his 
character. Althcugh there be 
sufficient evidence, anda vene- 
ral confession of the Being of a 
God, there is great reason to 
believe men are not so much 
agreed in their opinions of his 
nature and character, as they be 
in the acknowledgment. that 
some Being exists under this 
elorious name. We are prone 
to think the Lord such an one 
as ourselves —The prejudices 
avising from an evil heart, are 
a cause additional to the weak- 
ness of human reason, of forming 
very false as well as inadequate 
conceptions of the being and 
characterof God. Those inade- 
quate conceptions of God, which 
arise solely from a weakness of 
the understanding, we may hope 
will not be charged on us as SiN 5 
but such as are false, througn 
an evil heart of unbelicl, and 
from a dispesition to think the 
{Lord such an one as ourselves; 
are 2s criminal as the heart from 
which they flow.—It is these for 
which men are guilty, and which 
they should endeavor to remove 
by all the means of information 
with which we are graciously 
favored. If man was a creature 


of perfect rectitude, he might 
depend much on the opinions ol 
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his own reason ; but — Is eVi- 
dence he is depraved, and the 
depravity of the heart anniaity 
throws a prejudice over his un- 
derstanding and powers of judg- 
ment. 

Hence comes that diversity of 
apprehension concerning the na- 
ture and character of God, which 
we have reason to believe takes 


sion that he exists. Every vi- 
clous appetite draws the judg- 
ment from an impartial opinion. 
Every sintul inclination and habit 
of practice becomes a cause of 
prejudice concerning what God 
is ; concerning his will which 
is our law ; concerning the prin- 
ciples of his government, the 
view he hath of our character, 
and the manner he will deal with 
us in his infinite righteousness. 
These are causes for darkening 
the understanding, so powerful, 


that we can scarce conceive of 


any thing that hath not been 
ascribed to the Creator of all 
‘things by one or another of his 
sinful creatures. Hence comes 
the necessity of that revelation 
concerning himself which we 
have graciously received. This 
revelation is as necessary to 
teach us what God is, as to in- 
form usin the methods of his 
grace, through a_ reconciling 
mediator. In coming to God, 
we must not only believe that 
he exists, but have some just 
apprehensions what he is; we 
must search his word for a know- 
ledge of his character and pcr- 
lections, and the general princi- 
ples on which he will deal with 
his creatures. Believing that 
“God is, is believing him such 
a glorious Being as he really 
exists. Going to an imaginary 


character, formed by our own 





}ceive he is a Being 
place under the general confes- | 
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fancy according tothe dictates and 
the desires of a c: ens heart, 
is not going to G Incomlog 
to hin so that hew i be pleased 
and accept us, we mustconcelve 
him to be suchas he hath de- 
scribed himself in his ewn most 
pericect word. 

Tt is not encuvh that we con- 
very far 
above US, unless our ideas cor- 
respond to his own description. 
It is not enouch that we bring 
our reason to exercis e,and come 
to him as this, under the inilu- 
ence of a depraved heart, thinks 
he possibly may be; but we 
must come to him as his name 
is given, and as his perfections 
and counsels are described in 
the unerring oracles of truth.— 
And what do these say concern- 
ing him? They teach us to come 
to him asa God of infinite ho- 
liness. ‘They tell us he charges 
his angels with folly, and the 


heavens are not clean in his 
sight. That he is displeased 


with all iniguity, and though he 
may be reconciled tothe repent- 
ing sinner, who, by divine grace 
and his own endeavors, may be 
cleansed from sin, he never cen 
be reconciled either to the na- 
ture, princples or practice of sin. 
They tell us that our hands 
must be clean, and our hearts 
pure, hu: — and obedient to ali 
his will, when we approach to 
ask his seeuiite They teil us 
that while his justice is, and 
for ever wilibe giorious in all his 
appeintments to transeressors, 
both in his present providence 
and future Judgment 5 his rood- 
ness willalso be glorious in par- 
doning and accepung unto eter- 
nal life, such as believe and live 
according to the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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_It is doubtless true that some, 

and how many we can not say, 
who think they come to God, 
are misteken through the very 
inworthy and fuse apprehen- 
sions they have of his nature 
and will. Into these faise no- 
tions they are drawn by tue sin- 
fulness of their own hearts. lt 
is not the God of Israel, it is 
not the God of the Christian 
Church, itis not the God who 
now is and ever will be adored 
by angels and the spirits of just 
men made perfect in heaven to 
whom they come; for he is a 
God of perfect rectitude, of spot- 
less purity, of infinite justice as 
weilas jorbearance towardsthose 
who have sinned. 

He is the fricnd of moral order, 
in society, and of pure virtue 
in the affections of the heart, 
and in the practices of social 
lite. But the God to whom they 
come isa fictitious character, 
formed according to the deceit- 
ful imaginations of an evil heart. 
Through complaisance to them- 
selves, in thelrown imaginations, 
they have robbed infinite Deity, 
of his unchangeable, eternal 
rectitude, his love of holiness 
and his hatred of sin, of that 
justice which guards his govern- 
ment and his glory, and they 
have debased his goodness to 
something like their own self- 
ish affection. Believing the 
Lord to be like themselves, they 
can come to him, and delight 
that he is, imagining him to be 
such that they can explain both 
the law andthe gospel! in a man- 
ner that ls accommodated to 
their own case ; although. they 
are destitute of Christian char- 
ity, faith and good works. The 
way to undeceive minds in this 
state, is to set before them the 


accepted. 
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amy One of Israel, as he is 
found in the descriptions of his 
word, and as his character may 
be inferred from the duties which 
we are commanded to perform ; 
and they will find that they 
never came to hira, or in other 
words, that they never did be. 
heve he is or exists, as he is de- 
scribed in his holy word. 

To please the Lord. we must 
come to him in the manner ap- 
pointed by his infinite wisdom. 
Surely the Lord may appoint 
tne manner in which it is fit sin- 
ners should approach him. His 
wisdom may determine with 
what temper and in what name 
they shall ask his blessing. 

And in this point, also, his 
word gives the only information 
on which dependence can be 
placed. The reason of depra- 
ved creatures may _ suppose 
many things, and attempt to 
justify them, while it is only in- 
finite reason and wisdom can de- 
termine, what is best. The 
Lord hath informed us that the 
only acceptable way of coming, 
is through a mediator who is di- 
vine, through his blood which 
hath made an atonement for sin, 
through the righteousness ot 
his obedience, through his inter- 
cession by which our prayers 
and intercessions are matle ac- 
ceptable to the Father, through 
and by the aid of the Hoty Spir- 
it, who alone can awaken the 
conscience, sanctify the heart, 
and bring us toa reconciiation 
with God. It is his sacrifice 
for sin, through which ¢one we 
can come to the Father and be 
Endeavor therefore 
to see by faith and by repentance, 
the efficacy of that blood, which 
washeth away the euilt of all 
those who sincerely come to the 
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Father, through the intercession 
of him, who is declared to be the 
beloved Son, in whom the Fa- 
ther is well pleased. 

The last pert of the direction 
is of the highest importance, 
“diligently seek him.” For | 
our encouragement, we may be- | 
lieve, that the Lerd wil accepts | s 
and that he hath a ont for is 

| 





those who come to bim in a 
right Manner. We have evi-| 
dence of this, not only in the | 
general scheme of grace con- | 
tained in the coctrines of the |! 
gospel ; but, also, in the site| 
kindness of Providence, in th re |v 
invitations of the gospei, and in | 
the admonitions of the Holy | 
Spirit, who, frequently, by his 
own operation, sets before us 
our need of divine grace. But 
to derive the benefit of these 
invitations they must be obeyed. 
Those only willbe accepted who 
seek God diligently. Although 
divine grace abounds towards a 
sinful world, it is a great error to 
suppose we share in its blessings 
Without self-restraint, watch- 
fulness, prayer and a diligent 
attendance on the means which 
are instituted to instruct our 
minds, and preserve us from sin. 

One of the most common er- 
rors of the secure, by which 
they hold themselves in the 
most imminent danger, is, that 
they can, at any time, turn and 
come toGod acceptably. ‘They 
have a conviction that relipion 
and the friendship of God are 
necessary. ‘Liney intend to es- 


cape the consequences of trans- 
gression, but as piety is at pres- 
ent disagreeable, as its duties 
are irksome, as its restraints on 
their lives are unpleasing, they 
delay to a future season, that 
Which they have a conviction 1s 
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necessary for eternal safety. Aas 
they have not a love of pie- 
ty, so Deliher are they picased 
with the means of religion 
which infinite wisdom hath in- 
stituted. They negiect the word 
of God ; their lives are without 
prayer ; they do not sanctify the 
sabbath of the Lord; and they 

sticut the ordinances which he 


| hath solemnly instituted for our 


ouservance. 
But if we neglect to seek God 
in the ways of his appointment, 
itis vain to hope that we can 
come to him, by fuith in the day 
‘hen his help is eminently 
needed. Allthe cuties and in- 
stitutions of religion are design- 
ed for our assistance in going to 
the Lord as our Redeem er, they 
are aiso intended to inipress us 
with a sense of the need of uns 
feigned piety, aid to cleanse us 
from thatsin which will render 
us acccptabie in his sight. 
Thus, my afilicted friend, I 
have given some directions in 
answer to your question. * How 
shall I come to God, how shall 
I stay myseli upon him ?” I hope 
your trials will make you more 
considerate than you have ever 
been beiore 
Commending 
PTACe, 


you to divine 
i remain, &c. 
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Three Dialogues between a Minie- 
ter and one of his L’arishimere, 
on the true Principles of Keli- 


gion, and Salvatin by Jesus 
Christ. 
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P. IR, I hope you will net 


be offended at the trouble 








422 


1 give you: but I want your 
advice very much. 

M. You need make no com- 
pliments, my friend; [ should 
be glad if all the people in my 
parish would give me the same 
trouble as you do. Gut what is 
the matter ? 

P. TV have been for some tiie 
so as | was never in my !ife be- 
fore: I have been afraid T should 
be damned. This hath filled me 
with thoughts and icars, day 
and night. You had no need to 
caution me against the danger 
of worldly cares and pleasures ; 
for wherever I was, or what- 
ever L have been doing, my sins 
and Bell have still been before 
my eyes. 

M. What have you thought of 
yoursins? In what light have 
they appeared to you ? 


P. Sins committed many 


years ago have now risen in my 


mind, and condemned me. The 
remembrance of the sins of my 
youth has followed me, as if 
commiited but yesterday. And 
some awful scriptures that | 
have heard and read, seem to be 
the sentences of my condemna- 
tion. I believe Ihave thoughta 
hundred times of these words, 
“The waves of sinis death.’’ 

M. Have you looked into 
your heart, and seen and lamen- 
ted the corruption there ? 

P.1 did not use to understand 
what you meant by looking inio 
the heart; but I think Ido now. 
Tfindin myself a strong inclina- 
tion to many sins, though Iam 
convinced that I deserve God’s 
wrath on account of complying 
with this inclination heretofore. 
Indeed it is much better with 
me than it was. Formerly, J 
have been led by my own wicked 
heart to delight in idle com- 
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pany ; to talk of myself in a 
vain empty manner ; tobe orce. 
dy alter the Worid; to pass shir ht 
'y over, Cr entirely neglect pray- 
er and other duties, as a tedious 
burden ; and to be guilty of oth. 
ersins. st present, I bless God, 
itis not so; but all my thoughts 
are, Ina manner, taken up about 
the care of my soul, and the 
world to come. 

Ai. Ltesr you do not know 
your heart so well as you ime- 
eine. You seem to think that 
all things are already become 
new in you. But be not decei- 
ved; such a cage of unclean 
birds, as the heart of every man 
is by nature, is not so scon 
cleansed from its various lusts 
and vile affections. Those that 
scem to be rooted out, are only 
asleep for aseason. Be watch- 
ful therefore ; they will one day 
awake again. Some of them 
probably are only exchanged for 
others as bad and dangerous, 
such as pride, presumption, and 
the lke. 

P. Really, Sir, I have some 
fear of that. For you must know, 
that one day I was thinking 
what a sinful wretch I was, and 
what would become of me in the 
next world, when these words 
came strongly into my mind, 
“J will heal thy backslidings, I 
will love them freely.” } am 
sure they are somewhere in the 
bible, but I cannot find them. 
However, they gave me much 
comfort, and I have been very 
easy ever since. Now, a neigh- 
bor that I have been talking 
with, tells me, “this 1s to be 
looked on as the work of God, 
and that I am henceforth to look 
on myselfas a converted man. 

But I fear this would be pre 
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sumption. Now wliat do you 
think of this ? 

M. 1 must desire some time 
{o observe your temper and 
conduct, before I can resolve 
this question. The words you 
mentioned are in the prophet, 
Hosea, chap. xiv. they were, 
perhaps, spoken more immedi- 
ately of the restoration of the 
captive Jews ; but they contain 
a sweet promise | nerfectly in the 
gospel strain, and are therefore 
free for every humble soul to 
embrace by faith. The pro- 


phet, you see, verse 1—5S, ex-} 


horts the pcople to repentance 
and humiliation for sin:  O 
Israel, return unto the Lerd thy 
God; for thou hast fallen by 
thine Iniquity. Take with you 
words, and turn to the Lord. 
Say unto him, take away all in- 
iquity, and receive us graciously 
—tfor in thee the fatherless find- 
eth mercy.” Now, as God hath 
given you asense of your sin- 
ful, helpless state, and a desire 
of turning to him, like this 
which the prophet describes as 
preparatory to an answer of 

eace, I hope the following pro- 
mise belongs to you: “ I will 
heal their backslidings, I will 
love them freely : for mine an- 
ger is turned away from him.” 
I hope too that the comfort which 
you found in applying the prom- 
ise to yourself by a_ particular 
faith, proceeded from the Spirit 
of God : in the same manner as 
I look on that conviction of sin, 
which filled you with fear and 
Seli-abasement, when you called 
to mind your sjnfulness, and 
God’s judgments denounced 
arainst sinners, to be the work 
of the same Spirit. “ For it is he 
who convinceth the world of sin 
and of righteousness.” Put this 
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I must tell you ; all these feel- 
ings are to be suspected, till we 
see what fruit follows in the 
heart and life. For, though 
these are sometimes owing to 
the Spirit of God, and come well 
recommended, when, as in your 
case, they are so closely connect- 
ed withthe word of Cod; yet 
the enemy of souls sometimes 
imitates these sensible experien- 
ces in order to deceive. And it 
is impossible to say how much 
our natural tempers and spirits 
may contribute thereto. 

P. Pray, Sir, teil me plainly 
what you think of my state — 
As far as I know of my own 
| heart, I would not willingly  of- 
j fend God for the whole world. 

I love those that seem to be his 
servants, and would go upon my 
hands and knees to do them 
good, or to make others like 
them. I love to hear his word, 
to pray, and to talk of good 
things ; and, I think, I could die 
with pleasure, if it were his will. 

M. Very well. These are 
good signs. But this is the fer- 
vor of your first love. It wiil 
not always be so with you. Soa 
was it with the Israelites after 
passing the Red Sea, with the 
Galatians, and with the church 
of enanne. But each of these 
grew colder afterwards; and 
they were reproved for it. 

P. Sir, I believe you know 
my danger better than I do my- 
self. Pray, direct me what I 
shall do. 

M. “Strive to make your cal- 
ling and election sure,” and 
evident both to yourself and oth- 
ers, by © bringing forth the fruits 
of righteousness in a good con- 
versation.” 

My first advice is, “ walk 
humbly with thy God.” Let 
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the remembrance of your past 
life of sin and folly still cover you 
with shame. LRecollect the ma- 
ny aggravating circumstances 
of alife hitherto spent in rebel- 
Yion against God; duving all 
which, he daily heaped mercics 
upon you and yours; eivine 
food and raiment, health and 
strength ; and continued these 
mercies to you, wile you forgot 
the hand that wave them, and 
returned evil for good. He 
spared you in all your provoca- 
tions, aud at last opened your 
eyes to sce your danger, surred 
you up to avoid it, and now hath 
given youa good hope, through 
vvace, for obtaining eternal life. 
‘hus compare together what 
God hath done and you deserv- 
ed, and Jearn humility. Keep a 
watchiul eye also upon the re- 
moins of indwelling sin still in 
you. And let sinful inclinations, 
vain thoughts, backwardness to 
duty, and failure in it, teach you 
tobe humble and fear. Thus 
distrusting yourself, look up to 
God for continual support, like 
a helpless littie child, expecting 
through the medium of Jesus 
Christ, to be assisted in every 
time of need. 

My nest advice is. “ Keepa 
conscience void of offence.” If 
you have wronged any man, be 
not ashamed to own it, and ac- 
cording to vour power, make 
restitution, that the accursed 
thing may not cleave to you. 
Take heed that you grieve not 
the Spirit of God by unholy 


walking, lest you provoke him 


to forsake you. ‘To this end, 
watch over your heart, repress 
its first inclinations to.sin, and 
be watchful against temptation 
from without ; fixing your eye 
especially on the sin with which 
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you have heretofore becy Most 


easily beset. If at any time sin 
prevail against you, do not en. 
ceavour to forget it, or hide it a 
your bosom : but goto Gog a, 
mediately ; take shame to your- 
self; plead the sospel promises 
to returning sinners, looking uns 
to Jesus Christ a3 your all su}. 
clent sacrilice and advocate with 
the Father; and never cease 
wrestling with God in prayer, 
unul he again speak peace to 
your troubled soul, and fil you 
with a greater fear of offending 
him. 
As T hope you are now plant. 
ed in God’s vineyard, be fruit 
ful. Bearon vour heart a sense 
of God’s love to sinners in Jesus 
Christ. Consider in particular, 
what God hath done for you, in 
“calling you out of darkness 
into his marvelious light.” Re- 
member how you lay fast asleep 
in sin and fatal security, when 
God awakened you to see your 
danger and escape it. Think 
what would have been your con- 
dition in eternity, if God had 
left you to yourself. Think 
how many stil go on in the 
same fatal path in which you 
trod. And let the senseof God’s 
distinguishing love to you excite 
you to some return. “ Love 
him, because he first loved you.” 
And let love to your heavenly 
Father influence your thoughis, 
and words, and actions. . 
Let your meditations of God 
be sweet and frequent. Lift up 
your heart to him that seeth 
in secret, and trieth the heart 
and reins. Seek a close com 


munion with the Father of your 
spirit ; and to this end, endeav- 
our to withdraw your thoughts 
from worldly things, and to raise 





your affections from earth te 
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‘cand every other talent are 
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heaven, to those things which 
are not’seen, but by the eye of 
faith. Thus may you walk by 
faith, guided by it as the eye of 
the soul, and raised by it to heav- 
enly mindedness, so as to love 
and deluwht in God! 

Instead of your former vain 
conversation, henceforth let your 
toncue be employed to God’s 
glory: in “ ee good of 
his name ;” in thanks and prais- 
es to your good benefactor ; in 
telling others “what he hath 
done for your soul ;” in warn- | 
ine sinners of their danger, 
and encouraging them that. fear 
God to be bold and hearty in his 
ser vice. 

And let your conduct in life 


pel. You are called to fight the 
rood fight of faith ; see that you 
faint. not, neither be weary of 
well-doing. Shew that you are 
alive unto God by “ving unto 


his service, and by diligence 
therein. Do something for him 
that hath done so much for 





vou. Love all men, for they are 
the work of God’s hands: do 
good to all according to your 


given 
you to be improved ; lay them 
out in acts of charity and love. 
Let your heart be enlarged to ail 
men, not excepting your ene- 
mies: let these have your 
prayers and forgiveness, and be 
ready to overcome evil with 
good. 

See also that you shew the 
power of godliness in the cons- 
cientious discharge of relative 
Be kindly affectionate, 
and tender-hearted to all about 
you. To those of your family 





shew yourself an example of 
Vou. J. No. 11. 
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gentleness, love, and forbearance. 
Kxpress your regard for their 
souls as well as their bodies, by 
a devout, serious course of fam- 
ily worship. Let those of your 
household, and of your acquain- 
tance, see that you have anew 
heert by your leading a new life, 
and stadying in ail things to be 
conformed to the will and word 
of God. Be strict and consci- 
entious in all your dealings. 
“ Render to all their dues, tri- 
bute to whom tribute, and cus- 
tom to whom custom is due,” as 
wellas every other lawful debt : 
not defrauding either the King, 
or your fellow-subjects, nor any 
Wav encouraging those that do. 

Shew a particular regard for 
“ them that are of the household 
of faith,” all the sincerely god- 
ly, for Christ’s sake. Tor all 
men were originally created af- 
ter God’s image; in them is 
this image In some measure re- 
stored. These therefore, in a 
peculiar manner, belong to 
Christ, being washed from their 
sins in his blood, and sanctified 
by his Spirit. And to animate 
you to greater: diligence in this 
work and labor of love, view 
often with the eves of faith the 
elorious rew ard set before you, 
the eternal weight of glory to 
be bestowed on that day, when 
Christ shall reward acts of mer- 
cy and love done in his name, 
as if done to himself. 

Quickened by this principle, 
and encouraged by this pro- 
spect, strive to grow in know- 
ledge and purity, and faith and 
love, and fear; in meekness and 
every christian grace. Study to 


promote God’s glory, the wel- 
fare of allmen, and such a dis- 
position in your own soulas may 
render you meet to be a parta- 
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ker of the inheritance of the 
saints in light. And in order to 
promote this work of sanctifica- 
tion in you, wait for God’s bles- 
sing in a conscientious use of all 
the means of grace. 

Ff. Sir, thank you, I see the 
work before me tobe great, but 
by God’s help, I hope fF shail 
be able to hold out to the end. 

M. You must expect many 
difficulties and much opposition. 
‘The way to heaven is the way 
ef the cross, and through much 
tribulauion. Fhe world, the 
flesh, and the devil are strong 
enemies, and they are elosely 
leagued together. But be not 
discouraged ; God is above all. 
Christ * ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for us ;”” and to save 
inevery difficulty, “ those that 
come unto Ged through him.” 
Holy angels will be employed 
as your guardians; and all the 
truly godly willbe your loving 
brethren and ready friends. 
* They that are for you are 
more than they that are against 
you.”—Be not your own ene- 
my, and nothing can hurt you. 
However, * be not high minded, 
but fear.” Happy is *the man 
that fcareth always.” 


from the Christian Observer. | 


N a late paper which I ad- 
-dressed to you on undue 
conformity tothe world, I con- 
cluded with intimating an inten- 
tion of sending you some observa- 
tions on the opposite extreme*. 
Strongly as Christians are cal- 
led upon by their great Lord not 
to follow a multitude to do evil, 
sienna 
* Published in the Connecticut 
Magazine, page 34a. 
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still letthem stead] y bear in mind, 
that singularity is not Christian- 
ity. He who departs most from 
worldly habits may be as far from 
God as he who adopts them. 
The stoics of old were Derhaps 
as much alicnated from theip 
Maker, and as widely removed 
from the character of their Re- 
deemer, as the epicureans: and 
we are told distinctly by our 
Lord himself, that the publicans 
were nearer to the kingdom of 
heaven than the pharisees. As 
foul a picture of * the old man” 
has, no doubt, been frequently 
exhibited amidst the severities 
of a cloister, as in the luxury of 
a court. 

Much as the Christian must 
be on his guard against an un- 
due compliance with the cus- 
toms of the world, yet, if his 
-conscience be well-informed, 
and his dispositions right, he 
will be restrained from needless 
singularity, both by his judg- 
ment and by his taste. By his 
judgment, from a sense of the 
trials to which a departure from 
general usage will expose him. 
He knows that the world looks 
on those who are not with her 
as against her. She cannot eas- 
ily brooke the’ tacit reproof she 
receives from them ; and she is 
prompt to retaliate by subjecting 
all they do toa severe scrutiny; 
and by imputing to them 1m 
proper motives. How ready 1s 
}the world to charge Chrisuans 
| with folly, pride, meconsistencys 
and hypocrisy ! This indeed 
gives the true servant of Christ 
an opportunity of adhering to his 
revered Master through dishonor 
no less than through honor ; thro 
evil report no less than through 
good report : and nodoubt he finds 
| the troubles brought upon hus 
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by his fidelity, a fire of the 
great refiner, and highly condu- 
cive to his purification. But 
still he will look with apprehen- 
sion on the trials to which cal- 
umny, and even merciless, tho’ 
just, criticism, will expose him. 
He will be aware how difficult it 
is to love those who dislike us, 
and in the spirit of love to re- 
turn good for evil ; and how 
much he will be tempted in his 
turn to be forward in condemn- 
ing the world, and in setting it 
at defiance. He will also be 
deeply sensible, that whatever 
breathes a spirit of opposition to 
mankind must be revolting to 
Him who was meek and lowly 
of heart, and must disgrace in- 
stead of adorning his gospel. On 
this subject his taste will coin- 
cide with his judgment. His 
turn of mind will lead hin, if it 
be possible, to live peaceably 
with all men. He will wish to 
avoid notice. He will shrink 
from contention, and even in the’ 
best cause will dislike putting: 
himself into a situation which 
may oblige him to step forward 
an his own defence. His choice | 
will be the cool sequestered vale 
of life, rather than the emin- 
ence, or the busy scene; and he 
will shun, as far as duty will per- 
mit, that marked singularity, 
which may draw him from it. 
His affection also for his fellew- 
creatures will engage him to 
travel with them in the same 
track when he can. He will 
feel the same indisposition to 
pursue a conduct at variance 


with theirs, that he does to con- 


tradict them in conversation. If 
heis meek, lowly, and affection- 
ate, to do either will require 
some effort ; on many occasions 
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others an effort which will calf 
for a considerable sacrifice of 
his feelings. 

But I may be told, perhaps, 
thatIam only pointing out to 
Christians the troubles to which 
they are doomed ; for that, if 
the reasoning in my former pa- 
per be sound, they must be sub- 
jected every hour, and in almost 
every action of their lives, to the 
evils I am now describing. 
Differing from the world so 
widely as they do in their objects 
and principles, how seldom will 
it be possible for them to agree 
With it in their practice ! 

Widely indeed do they differ 
from others in what must always 
rive the prevailing color both 
to the character and the life: 
and woe be to those Christians 
who labor to lessen this differ- 
ence ; who do not even Jabor to 
maintain it? But still, when it 
has suffered no diminution ; 
whenit has neither been sapped 
nor battered down by the various 
stratazems and engines which 
Satan employs against it; It ad- 
mits, in a variety of particulars, 
of an agreement in practice 
between Christians and the 
world. 

1. Nothing forbids this agree- 
ment in things indifferent. We 
can live in houses, and wear a 
dress, and use a_ Janguage 
common in our country. In 
these and many other points, 
however they may be obliged to 
modify their compliance with 
prevailing usages, in order to 
preserve their principles invio- 
late, there will be a general 
agreement between Christians 
and the world. Though to a 
critical eye the scenes displayed 
by these parties on the canvass 





indeed, a slight ene; but on 


| will exhibit the marks of differ- 
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ent schools; to the superficial 
observer they will appear so 
much alike, that they might be 
thought tohave come from the 
hand of the same master. 

And ought not this to be so 
Nothing would be gained, but 
much lost, by differing from 
our contemporaries in things of 
nomoment. In addition to the 
general arguments which have 
been advanced in favor of agree- 
ing, when we can, with those 
around us, it may be remarked, 
in reference to the particular 
case now before us, that to slide 
onin the common course will 
always cost least time and atten- 
tion : and surely a creature so 
short lived and so limited in his 
capacity as man, and yet having 
so stupendous a work before him 
during his continuance in this 
world, is bound to reserve his 
time and attention as much as 
may be for objects of ‘import- 
ance. lurther: what ought a 
Christian to have most at heart 
in his intercourse with mankind? 
To persuade them. to become 
new creatures, by renouncing 
those desires and pursuits which 
are most natural to them, and 
fixing their affections on others 
of a very different’ kind. 


as demanding so great a change, 
will he debase its dignity, and 
frustrate its operation, by lead- 
ing men to look upon it as soli- 
citous about mere trifles ? If in 
his divine embassy (for we are 
all, in a sense more or less em- 
phatic, embassadors of Christ) 
sO many points of collision be- 
tween him andthe world must 
necessarily occur on the most 
momentous topics, will he court 
disagreement and debate by urg- 
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ing petty claims. and those of 
the most Cisputubie nature ? 

_ 2. But even in things of real 
importance, the religiousand the 
irreligious man, though arguing 
from difierent premises, will oft. 
en arrive at the sume conclusion, 
and be led to sinilar conduct. 
Religion is the hishest wisdom, 
and best promotes the true wel- 
fare of mankind, temporal as 
Well as eternal. Man alwaysat- 
tends to his temporal interest at 
least, and lays down a code of 
maxims, Which become current 
in the world, for promoting it, 
Though lamentably misled by 
his contracted views, his wrong 
dispositions, and his false esti- 
mate of things, yet the paths 
which lead to present misery 
and present happiness are ire- 
quently so strongly marked a 
not to be mistaken for each othi- 
er. Thus dishonesty, false- 
hood, cruelty, ingratitude, are 
reprobated, and the opposite 
qualities are honored, by the 
worldly man as well as by the 
Christian, who wil] both join in 
endeavors to discountenance and 
punish the one, and to encour- 
age the other. Both the world- 


| ly man and the Christian will be 
If) 
» then he is to hold forth religion 


sensible of the advantages arising 
the cultivation ol the 
understanding, the acquisition a 
health, the prudent manage- 
ment of property: and there 
will be considerable similarity 
in the means they employ for at- 
taining these common objects. 
In short, worldly prudence, that 
baser currency, as it 1s some- 
where called, by which the bus- 
siness of life is carried on with 
tolerable regularity by numbers 
who are not possessed of genu 
ine religion, the only true Coll s 
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—worldly prudence, in’ many | 
particulars, so far enswers the | 
purposes of. the sterling gold, 
as to admit of persons possessed 
of these very difierent hinds of 
wealth travelling on amicably 
together in some parts of thei? 
journey, pursuing, the same ob- 
jects, and joining in the same 
measures. 

$. But in many cases in which 
the Christian thinks common 
usages Inexpedient, and even to 
a certain degree mischievous, 
he will find it best to comply 
withthem. Why? Because he 
will find it. more inexpecient or 
mischievous to depart from 
them. What, considered in it- 
self, is not best, oflen becomes | 
best under existing circumstan- 
ces. No calculation of conse- 
quences, should ever: induce a 
Christian to violate the divine 
commands. But supposing dif- 
ferent lines of conduct, involving 
ho such violation, to be present- 
ed to his choice, that will be en- 
titled to the preference which is 
best calculated to promote his 
own salvation andthe glory of 
God. And is it not evident, how 
much times and circumstances 
must influence his decision in a 
case of this kind? If I have a 
great work In. hand, and find it 
hecessary to call in the mechan- 
ical powers to my aid, I must 
adapt my machine to the nature 
of the ground, and must bear 
in mind various particulars which 
happen to apply to the case be- 
fore me. In many cases the 





machine which suits me best 
may be one neither cheap nor 
simple, nor likely to obtain, the 
Suffrage of a student in his 
closet. 


Now of the different subordi- 





hate considerations which ought 
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to influence human conduct, few 
demand more attention than 

common usage. It often ope- 

rates on human affairs In a way 

not unlike that which the super- 

sition of former times attributed 

to the planets; shedding on them 

a benign or baneful influence 

according to the aspect it wears. 

Wien it frowns on any one, 

what obstacles does it throw in 

his way ; to what trials does it 

subject hina ; to what miscon- 

ceplions and prejudices on the 

part of others does it expose 

him ! Suppose I were to deter- 
mine to rise regularly at four, 
and retire to rest at eight, and 
were to fix on corresponding 
hours for my meals, thinking (as 
perhaps L may) that this course 
would be more conducive to 
health, usefulness, and enjoy- 
ment, than that generally pur- 
sued : what would be the con- 
sequence ? I should subject my- 
self and all my friends to very 
great inconvenience. My hours 
for business would be theirs for 
eating or for relaxation, and 
vice versa. A solicitor would 
bring me deeds to execute when 
I was sitting down to dinner: 
and an old trigend, who promised 
himself a social breakfast with 
me, and a long morning, would 
find my breakfast over two or 
three hours before his arrival, 
and would have the mortification 
to see preparations making for 
my dinner soon after he had 
drank his comfortless dish of 
tea, and had entered on conver- 
gation. I should be so perpetu- 
ally crossed and jostled by cus- 
tom, when I adhered to my plan, 
and cases would so perpetually 
occur in which.I should be obli- 
ged to depart from it, that I 
should probably find it adverse 
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both to health, and to usefulness, | 
and to enjoyment, and should 
be forced to abandon it as falsi- 
fying all my expectations. Thus, 
without reaping any advantages 
from my experiment, I should 
have incurred a good deal of 
censure as whimsical and unac- ’ 
commodating, if not also as rude’ 
and inhospitable ; and I should 
have run the risk of retaliating : 
on the world in my thoughts if 
not in my language, and of ad- 
mitting into my religion a cer-. 
tain tinge of rigorous criticism, . 
adverse to that love for all man- | 
kind, which, next to the love of’ 
God, ought to be its prevailing 
color. On proper occasions these 


tered. But, from various causes 
which I have not time to enume- 
rate, they will be far greater when | 
incurred.en insufficient grounds ; 
and then also their effects will 
be much more formidable from 
an additional cause of the highest 
importance, namely, that the 
same measure of the divine bles- 
sing cannot be expected in this 
case, as when the individual is 
clearly moving in the line of his 
duty. | 
But Jet me guard against be-! 
ing thought to concede, that, 
through the different causes | 
which have been mentioned, the 
plan of life of the Christian will 
in practice differ little from that | 
of other men ; at least from that | 
of the sober and decorous part | 
of the world. His principles 
are as far removed from those | 
even of the most sober and most | 
decorous worldling as light from 
darkness ; and if he is faithful 
to them, it is impossible but that 
his life, even in its general com- | 
plexion, and as viewed by the} 





world, must differ essentially | 





[ Noy. 
from theirs. His universal obe- 
dience to the divine commands, 
while their obedience wilj jh. 
more or less partial :—his ¢ 
nest cultivation of some disposi- 
tions which they will little Value; 
and his earnest strugele against 
others which they will not dread, 
or perhaps will even cherish :— 
the peculiar and urgent calls, 
arising from his Christian prin. 
ciples, on his purse and on his 
time :—and, not least, the very 
taste created by his religion, 
and ‘operating powerfully on his 
choice of friends, of amusements, 
and even of business :—all these 
things will separate him widely 
from the men of this world, and 
“ Form a life whose holy springs, 
though hidden” in a great mea- 
sure’ from public view, will give 
no dubious signs of their reality 
and force ; however their nature 
may be mistaken or misrepre- 
sented. 

If what has been advanced in 
this and my former letter, res- 
pecting the evils on the one hand 
of undue compliances with the 
world, and on the other of neec- 
less singularity, be well-founded; 
with what circumspection should 
we steer our course through life 
The first great question ougnt 
always to be, what coes the law 
of God forbid? And the second 
of all that it permits, what pre 
mises most advantage to oul 
selves, to our immediate connec 
tions, and to the world around 
us ? Let these questions be fair’ 
ly put, and honestly a 

But though honestly, . “s 
may be rashly answered, ume : 
we are well aware of the tem? 

which abound 
tations toextremes =a 
on every side. Those tom! 

ineularity are neither 
per singularity | ncaa 
nor weak. While fidelity © 
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ereat Lord is always pleaded in 
vindication of a departure from 
worldly habits, how often is a 
conviction forced upon us, that 
want of love for mankind, or 
perhaps even some contempt for 
those who are of a different sect ; 
that a sense, if not an’ ostenta- 
tious display, of supertority ; 
thata fear of the censure, and a 
love of the commendation of this 
or that class of religionists ; that 
a superstitious regard for certain 
singularities. of inferior import- 
ance, as M they weré esseiitials 
in religion:—how often is a 
conviction forced upon us, that 
these, or other unhallowed cau- 
ses, have had no small influence 
on the mind ! 

On the other hand, how many 
and great are our'temptations to 
swim with the stream of the 
world ! If, indeed, we live in a 


ing in religion, this set will be 
the world to us, and we shall 
proceed most smcothly when we 
move in unison with it. Our 
little world will be every thing to 
us, and we must not think that 
we make a sacrifice when we 
adopt its customs, and depart 
from those of the great world. 
But if.our situation in life calls 
us to mix much with mankind 
at large, a departure from com- 
mon usages will subject us al- 
Most every day to rubs and an- 
hoyances, and our love of ease 
will urge many an ingenious ar- 
§ument for falling mto the habits 
of our neighbors. 
that the system of the world is 
built on the natural propensities 
oman. It is expressly calcu- 


lated to accord with those dis- | 


Positions and feelings which are 
Most congenial to him. Its very 
eject is to gratify the desires of 


Add to this, | 





his heart. Can it then fail to 


meet with powerful advocates 
within us? How often will cra- 
ving appetites shelter them- 
selves under some of the argu- 
ments against improper singu- 
larity, and with a display of 


‘zeal for the cause of God and 


and Christ prove dangerous 
traitors at the council-board ? 
Nay, even some of the most 
eminent Christian graces will 
range themselves on the same 
side, unless duly tempered and 
modified by others of a different 
character- Flumility will be 


‘prone. to distrust her own deci- 


sions when they appear to be 


‘singular; and meekness and 
.gentleness will not fail to insist 
on the evils arising from being” 


made a theme of conversation, 
and from being called upon to 


encounter criticism and obloquy. 
little set of our own way of think- 


Amidst these difficulties and 
dangers, (of which litle more 
than a brief sketch has been at- 
tempted,) how shall the Chris- 
tian find the right path, and 
keep it when found? Let him 
apply earnestly to his God for 
help. Let him study the cha- 
racter of his Saviour, and both 
the precepts and the spiritof the 
sacred volume. And let him, im 
that frame of mind which God 
bestows on those who diligently 
seek him and search his word, 
take a careful survey of all the 
personal and local circumstances 
which ought to influence his de- 
cision. If all this be rightly 
done, he may hope to be pre- 
served from dangerous errors, 
and to be so guided and bles- 


sed in his course as to promote 


his own salvation and God’s 


clory. R.S. 
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at Northampton, August 25,4), 
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Ae ie ° - 
He rHE Trustees of the Hamp- 
fins shire Missionary Society, with 


A sentiments of gratitude to the 
Preserver of men, congratulate 
+-eir brethren on the arrival of 
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institution. TPhev notice, with 


















1a protection he has afforded to the 

cf members of the Society, and 
the numerous benelits he has 
conferred upon them, In their 
endeavors to extend the privi- 
leges of the gospel to their breth- 
ren in the infant settlements and 
plantations of the United States. 
The Trustees gratefully record 
the mercy of God, In preserving 
the lives of all whom thie Society 
has entrusted with the manage- 
ment of their concerns.from the 
beginning to the present day, 
with the exception of two mem- 
bers of the Auditing Committee, 
appointed at the last annual 
meeting, Gen. Jonathan Wood- 
bridge, and Deac. Nathaniel Ely, 
brethren dearly beloved, piously 
devoted to the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kinedom, and emi- 
































benevolent designs of this cha 
ritable Association. | 
With painful regret the Trus- 
tees also notice the removal of 
several other useful and import- 
ant members, who by their lib- 
eralities, prayers and exertions, 
have aided the labors of the So- 
| ciety for the salvation of souls.* 
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* Simeon Strong, Esq. of Amherst, 
ist Parish—Elijah Clary, of Conway 
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i humble thanksetving, the un- 
Ge merited goodness of their Hea- 
TEA venly Father, in the gracious | 


nently useful in forwarding the | * eg : 
‘ ‘funds to be applied in the pu 





the seventh anniversary of their | UMS AyttSsic nn 
| musing tn its beginnings, has in- 


LASTING REMEMBRANCE, Pro, 
cious 1s their memory to sup. 
vivors. Many, instructed py 
their pious example, shall be 
quickened, through the erace 
of God, to go and do likewise. 

Through the favor of Heaven, 
this Missionary Institution, pro- 


creased beyond the sanguine 


expectations of the Trusiess. 


| 


| Wondertul and: animating has 
been 


the success which the 
blessed Jesus has afforded to his 
own cause. From year to year 
liberal funds have been furnish- 
ed, and able and faithful Mission- 
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| aries have been found and en- 








ployed, to the growing reputa- 
tion of the Society, to the com- 
fort and joy of beilevers in the 
infant and destitute settlements 
of this country, and to the con- 
viction and renovation of perish- 
ing sinners, who will ever bless 
God for the pious labors of this 
Society, for their salvation. — 
With pleasing _ satisfaction 
the Trustess make mention of 
the grace of the Redeemer, thet 
in the progress of the Society, 
he has opened the hearts of his 
female disciples in this county, 
to form charitable associations, 
for the purpose of obtaining 


—Joseph Barnard, of Deerfield— 
mating Smith, of Hadley—Da id 
Billings, of Hatfield—Silas Billings, 
do. Seth Graves, do. Nathaniel ; 
Long Meadow----Lev1 Shep ee 
Northampton—John Long; , “rel 
burne—Samuel Lyman, 5p! nen 
—William Pyncheon, do. “ vad 
seph Strong, Williamsburgh 
cis Marsh, do. JonathanW ood ‘edie 
Esq. Worthington, William ¥°™ 
jun. do. 
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chase and distribution of bibles, 
andother pious Chrisiian wri- 
tings, among the needy inhabi- 
tants of the new settlements, and 
under the direction of the Soci- 
ety and hath raised up many 
other liberal and pious benefac- 
tors, in more distant parts, who 
have brought their free will ofer- 
ings to Christ, and have increas- 
edthe funds and ability of this 
institution. 

Inthe first six years of the 
Society have been expended, in 





forwarding their great object, 
dolls. 5598,92. There have been 
paid into the treasury, dolls. 
7854,73. By these receipts, 
andthe skilful management of 
the funds by the Treasurer, 
there were remaining in the 
treasury, at the last annual meet- 
ine, dolls. 2572,32; also, dolls. 
100,25, and a valuable collection 
of books, for future distribution, 
in the hands of the Trustees’ 
Committee. 

Having given this summary 
of the Society’s concerns, for 
the first six years, the Trustees, 
in compliance with the obliga- 
tion imposed on them by the 
constitution, ber leave to report 
the transactions and events of 
the seventh year. 

The missionaries previously 
appointed, and who were enga- 
ged inthe service of the Socie- 
ty, at the last annual meeting, 
teturned from their labors the 
passed year. By their letters 
and journals, and by letters from 
those among whom they have 
labored, they appear to have ful- 
filled their missions with an ex- 
emplary fidelity, activity and 
zeal, and with a patient self-de- 
nial. They travelled over ex- 
tensive regions of the new set- 
ements, seeking for places and 

Vou. 1. No. 11. 
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opportunities where they might 
do good to the souls of men, 
and honor the grace of the Di- 
vine Redeemer. They were 
constant in preaching, in the ad- 
ministration of the holy sacra- 
ments, in settling difficulties in 
churches already established, 
in forming new churches, in 
holding religious and church 
conferences, in visiting and in- 
structing schools, in comforting 
the sick and afflicted, in assist- 
ing mourners, by their prayers 
and counsels, submissively, to 
bury their dead ; in going from 
house to house, to teach the peo- 
ple the good knowledge of God. 
In addition to these services, and 
the diligent distribution of books, 
they preached nearly as many 
discourses as they spent days on 
missionary ground. The whole 
number of sermons they deliv- 
ered, being six hundred and 
Ninety-one. The Trustees and 
the Society will give God thanks, 
that their missionaries have been 
faithful in their trust. Nor may 
the kind and grateful reception 
they met with from the people, 
be passed over in silence. Cor- 
dial was the welcome given to 
them by the needy and scattered 
inhabitants of those new and 
destitute settlements. Lively 
joy was impressed upon the 
countenances of Christ’s chil- 
dren in the wilderness, and a 
eeneraland solemn attention to 
their labors, was yielded by the 
people whom they visited — 
‘here was the evidence of seri- 
ous and useful effects upon the 
hearts and lives of not a few, 
who were favored with the in- 
structions and counsels of the 
missionaries of this Society. 
The laborers employed were 
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vabored io valb, bof spent thes 
strencth for nought. On their 
nission, they received for the 
ands of the Society, dolis. 10, 

The Rev. Royal Phelps and 
Mr. kbenezer Wright, perform- 
¢da mission of twelve 
bali weeks each, in the state of 
New-York, county of St. Law- 
vence, and were eleven weeks 
ou. wissionary ground, indefati- 
vobly employed in their Mas- 
ter’s work. Peculizr were the 
friendship and of a 
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Mips and the pens of tue people in 


St. Lawrence. Messrs. Phelps 
and Wrieltreceived incontribu- 
flons aid donations tothe funds, 
dolls. 54,70. 

Kev, inhtiah Lyman, of Brock- 
field, Vermont, and Mr. Walter 
Chapin, performed a mission, 
t ‘s ten, and the other 
of twelve weeks, in the destitute 
towns of the northern counties 
in Vermont. They performed 
many labors, and were blessed 
wail hopeful success. On their 
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mession were contribyted 
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MUNCS, GOS, 6,66; and 


lars her the _ . 0 doi- 
ars, by the town cf Brookfield 
and several ministers and na 
ishes in that vicinity, who “04 
rousiy supplied Mr. Lyman’s 
pulpit, in his absence. 

. A particular inspection of the 
letters and journals of the nyis. 
sionaries, €vinces the necessi- 
cous condition of the inhabitants 
of the new settlements ; their 
threatenmy 


irom 


danger from secta- 
those structions 
which cause to err, from divis- 
ions, end irom the habit of jiy- 
Inge without stated preaching, and 
the regular administration of 
Christian ordinances. Their 
siivation, aiding the natural es 
rangement cf the human heart 
vom God, and its oppositten to 
evangelice! doctrines and Chris- 
tian moreniy, does most impor- 
tunately urge upon Christians, 
abie and well disposed, to succor 
them in the: distress, and to 
help them in obtaining — the 
truths of the gospel, and the 
cracious offers of sanctiucation, 
pardon, and peace, through the 
Divine Redeemer. 

Great have been the beneiits 
which this Society has conferred, 
by their missionaries, by bibles 
and pious wrifings, upon ther 
poor and destitute brethren.— 
Cheerful has been the reception 
which their missionaries almost 
without exception, have expen: 
enced,in the diverse remote and 
extensive countries, through 
which they have passed. ; 

They have given life and joy 
to the ‘sincere, the considerate 
and pious. They have sur 
moned the attention of the im- 
moral and thoughtless, to the 
concerns of religion, and the 
safety of ‘heir souls. rhey 
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have been hopefully blessed in 
pringing home some poor sinners 
io Christ. While the zeal of the 
society has been commendable 
and exemplary, 1p providing and 
employing means for spreading, 
cidusively, the kuowledge of 
Christ, mercitul have bcen the 
okens, that God hath accepted 
and approved their work, ia the 
fruits of his grace, and in the 
operations of his Spirit, us well 
among the favorcrs and pat- 
ronsot this missionary institu- 
tion, as among the peopie in the 
new settlements.. God hath re- 
warded his own’ vrace im the 
hearts of his pecple here, and 
has extended the benelit to re- 
mote and far distant parts. He 
has put the song of Zion into 
ihe mouths of those who have 
long sat mourning and solitary 
in a wilderness land. 
Encouraged by former success 
and furnished by the liberalities 
of the pious and charitable, the 
Trustees have extended their 
operations the present year.— 
hey have enlarged their ap- 
propriations for nsissionary la- | 
bors, and for sending the gospel | 
tothe pagan nations of this land : | 
Vinding that Christ has a treas- 
ure in the hearts of his people 
which the necessities of their 
brethren easily draw forth, the 
rustees have hazarded the in- 
conveniences which cnibarrass 
ihe pecuniary concerns of the 
peopie, and have resolved not 
only to continue but to auginent 
their Jabers and expenditures. 
How far the hopes and the wish- | 
es of the Trustees have been | 
realized in the course of provi- | 
dence will appear in the remain- 
der of this report. § | 
) 
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ra Phe infxae Wir sin ct ine - 
and Edcnezer Wright, set out 


about-the middie of May, ona 
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mission of twenty wecks each, 
to be performed partly in the 
country lying between Black 
River, and the lakes Oneida 
and Oatario, and pardy in the 
county of St. Lawrence. They 
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their misston with much accept- 
ance. Mr. Woodbridre, threugh 
bodily infirmity, has been neecs- 
sitatcd toreturn. Mr. Wright 
has gone forward into the county 
of St. Lawrence-—Mr. Wood- 
bridge states, That on his mis- 
sion he has met with a- friendly 
reception from the people, who 
expressed their eraitude to the 
Society tor thetr liberal kind- 
ness, and with diligent and so- 
lemn attention listened = to his 
Winistrations. 
ley. Gardner 
Bradiord, 
weeks, and Mr. 
tor twelve weeks, have & 
4 Mission into the nerthern coun 
ties Of Vermont. The 
menced their Jabors t. 
week in August, with ilattering 
prospects of good success. 
‘Tne ‘Prusices by their com- 
mittee have sent out-a greater 
supply ot bouks, than in preced- 
ing years, a list of which 1s an- 
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In prosecuting the wishes of 
the society, the Trustees by 
their Committee have expended 
dolls. 1273,64. The several 
items of this expenditure, are 
inserted in the annexed paper, 
No. 2. 

The receipts, for the funds of 
the Society, which have come 
into the hands of the ‘Trustees’ 
Committee, the items of which 
are contained in the annexed 
paper, No. 3, are dolls. 1242,81 
1-2; besides which sum _ the 
Treasurer has obtained one di- 
vidend on ten shares of fire and 
marine insurance stockin Bos- 
ton, whole nominal value of the 
shares being dolls. 500, at 12 1-2 
per cent, being dolls. 62,50.— 
‘The Society have entrusted with 
an Agent at Utica, New York, 
52 dollars, which is to be 
brought into the Treasury, and 
there is with the Trustees’ Com- 
mittee, a valuable collection of 
books for future distribution, a 
list of which accompanies this 
Report in the annexed paper, 
No. 1. 

The Trustees, affected with 
gratitute to the pious and libe- 
ral donors and patrons of this 
missionary establishment, would 
inform the Society, that the Hon. 
William Philips, Esq. of Boston, 
has, in addition to two preceding 
donations of 50 dollars each, 
given 50 dollars to the funds ; 
the Charitable Female Society, 
of Whitestown, New York, 
have in addition to theirliberality 
in 1806, of 119 doliars, given to 
the funds of this Society the 
passed year, 140 dollars; The 
Treasurer has also received 
ten shares in the stock of the 
Fire and Marine Insurance Com- 
pany, in Boston, bequeathed to 
the Society by Richard Devens, 





[Noy, 


Esq. late of Charlestown, deceas. 
ed, in his last Will and Testa. 
ment, nominal value 50 dollars 
each share, and have also aSSUt"« 
ance from the Executors of Mp. 
Devens’ Will,that they will pay to 
the Society, the sum of 500 do}. 
lars, as a donation from the sur. 
viving grand children, nineteen 
in number, residuary legatees of 
Mr. Devens, in order most scry- 
pulously to fulfil what they sp. 
posed might have been the be- 
nevolent and pious intention of 
their venerable and worthy 
grand father, at the time when 
he made his will, and that his 
legacy to the Socicty of ten 
shares, may be of the value of 
1000 dollars. ‘These several do- 
nations from the pious and mu- 
nificent - Benefactors, as_ they 
evince the devotion of their 
hearts to the interests of Christ’s 
kingdom, and the salvation of 
men and are pledges of their 
confidence in the good intentions 
ofthis Society, sothey will excite 
in the hearts of its members, 
praise and thanksgiving to God, 
who has all hearts in his hands, 
and affectionate feelings of grat 
itude and esteem towards those 
distinguished characters, who 
have with such promptiiude and 
munificence, furnished meais 
and aids to the Society’s exet- 
tions for building up the king- 
dom of the adorable Immanuel. 
The Trustees further report, 
that the virtuous members 0! the 
Charitable Female Associaton 
in this county, have the passed 
vear, given fresh praols of thei 
attachment to the Redecmers 
cause, and their earnest wishes 
for the happiness and salvation 
of those in the new settlements, 
who are famishing for want ol 
light and instruction 1 divine 
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things. They have continued 
to render essential aids to those 
funds of the Society which are 
devoted tothe purchase and dis- 
tribution of bibles, and cther pi- 
ous books in the new settle- 
ments. While these daughters 
of Zion are making the wilder- 
ness and solitary places to re- 
‘oice and blossom with the rose 
of gospel light and grace, may 
they reap a rich reward in the 
favor of him to whom they have 
so kindly administered by reliev- 
ing him in his poor and suffering 
members. May their charities 
be their memorial in time to 
come. 

The statement concerning the 
funds of the Charitable Female 
Association, is contained in the 
accompanying paper, No. 4. 

The Trustees in their feelings 
have ever coincided with the 
tender sentiments of the other 
members of the Society to- 
wards the poor, perishing na- 
tives of this land, who continue 
to grope in pagan darkness and 
\dolatry. They have formerly 
expended something to promote 
the education of two Indian 
youths, in a hope that God would 
prepare them for usefulness, and 
open a door for their improve- 
ment among their brethren and 
Kindred. In this hope the Trus- 
tees faint not. ‘here have been 
appropriated the preceding and 
ormer year, 64 dollars, for the 
benefit of the Western Indians, 
but no door has been opened 
for the useful expenditure of 
More than 14 dollars. The 

Tustees, however, look forward 
With consoling anticipation, hat 
the time will come spce- 
dily, when means may be pro- 
fitably used for bringing the 
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American Indians into the fold 
of Christ. 

For the present state of the 
Treasury, and funds of the So- 
ciety, the Trustees refer to the 
annexed paper, No. 5; containing 
the Report of the Auditing Com- 
mittee, upon the accounts of the 
Treasurer, and the Trustees’ 
Committee. 

The Trustees upon this occa- 
sion solicit the particular atten- 
tion of the Society to the pre- 
sent situation of their funds, as 
far as they depeiud upon the 
subscriptions of individuals.— 
When the Society commenced 
its operations, their funds were 
mainly created by the subscrip- 
tions of various individuals — 
Some pledged themselves to pay 
adefinite sum by a single pay- 
ment. Others pledged them- 
sclves to pay a certain sum, an- 
nually, in January of each year, 
for the term of seven years. 
Individuals who subscribed and 
paid ten dollars, or more, 
became members of the Society 
for seven years and ever after 
so long as they should pay two 
dollars yearly. Others subscri- 
bed two dollars or more to bé 
paid annually for seven years, 
by which subscriptions they 
were constituicd members of 
the Socicety for seven years, and 
ever after so long as they should 
pay two dollars annually. 
The term of membership with 
the first subscribers will end 
next January, and in case of 
their not continuing their mem- 
bership, the funds of the Socicty 
will be diminished 1n proportion 
to the numbers who may choose 
to discontinue their payments of 
two dollars annually. ‘he whole 
sum yearly received from sub- 
scribing members Jn umes pas- 
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sed, has been between 400 and 
500 dollars. The failure of this 
resource must produce a_ se- 
rious deficiency in the means 
oi the Society, for future 
operations. ‘Lhe Trustees en- 
tertain a hope and expectation, 
that many of those who have so 
generously and promptly afiord- 
ed their assistance lo raising to 
usefulness and dignity this spi- 
ritual building, for Christ, will 
continue, their support, by re- 
taining their membership in the 
Society. ‘Vhey will foster their 
own work which they have 
wroughtin Christ Jesus, and will 
uphold so geod a.cause on which 
the sanctification and happiness 
of so many precious sou!s may 
depend. The Trusiees urge 
these considerations upon the 
hearts of the friends of this 
picus and useful Institution. 
Much important good to the 
interests of virtue and religion 
hath been already done by the 
Jaidable and disinterested chari- 
tics ant labors of this Society, 
and by the liberal benefactors to 
its lunds. ‘Sull greater aud more 
extensive are the blessings con- 
teniplated by the Trustees, fiom 
the iuture exertions, prayers 
and liberalities of the Society. 
Let those, therefore, who love 
our Lord Jesus, and look for the 
salvation of souls, by the instru- 
mac ntalty of his word and minis- 
trations, arise and work. Le 
them, confidently, waitfora bies- 


sing from him, who ever regards | 


shone Jabors of love, w hich are 
wrought for his disciples, and to 
bring | in subjects to his kingdom. 
hie will hever suffer the pious 
excruions and prayers of his 
chiidren to return empty. Be- 
hoid the fields, they are already 


white and ripe for the harvest. | 
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How HUMCcreus are these fields 


for missionary labors! How 
rich ; a nd ra Py Wi nd relia ty ony W e hon 
will be the uture 


vided we and CYS put cur 
hands totbis worl Sy sei COME ty 
the help of the Lord in this sex 
sob oO} exigency, When othep 
missionary Institutions ere zeal 
ously going forward with this 
work, do not cur hearts beat ip 
unison with theirs, and say—Ve 
will go also. Do we see the 
biessed effects and fruits of oup 
former prayers and jabors in the 
establishment of Churches, and 
the settlement of Ministers in 
the new settlements of our coun- 
try ? Let us biess God for tie 
benefit, and lift up our eyes and 
look around and bey ‘ond those fa 
vored churches, and see new 
plantations multiplyiog in the 
wilderness, unable to relieve 
their own wants, wants more nue 
merous than all the copious sup- 
plies of Missionary Societies cai 
at present salisty. May the 
good Spirit of God, enlighten ail 
in duly, and excite ihem to offer 
their faculties and their gills to 
Christ, that they may promote 
the common saivation, and ex- 
tend the blessings of bis king: 
dom to ali paris of the world; 
that those who sit in darkness 
inay see a great light, thet the 
name cf our Jesus may be 
known upon earth, and hiss: wit g 
health, unto all nations ; a“ 
that the kingdoms of this wore 
may become the kingdon of out 
Lord and bis Christ. 

The Lrustees prepese © the 
Society for their consideration 
th . foliowing Resolutions, Vi 

That a committee be ap 

ler the , claims 

ese to consi i 
of the Society upon f any ING “a 
ual or individuals, wae +7 


PCy 
he Wvest, pro 





































1308.J 


subscription indebted to it, and | his grand children to this Socie- 
where they find any of said sub- | ty.—-Also, a letter of thanks to 
scribers who in their opinion | the Charitable Female Society 


ee Be. Ten. 





eannot make payment without | of Whitestown, New-York, for 
laying themselves under mate- the confidence they have repose j 

| rial embarrassments, that the | edin this Society, by their liberal d 

) Committee be empowered to re-| contributions to its funds ; also,a f 

’ mit payment, and discharge the leiter of thanks tothe Hon. VVil- Me 

: Society’s claim. ham Philips, Esq, of Boston, 

: 2. That a Committee be ap- | for his several liberal donations 

5 § peinted to take such measures | to this Society. 

; as they may judge most expedi-} 5. ‘That the several Congreca- : 

entto ascertain, who of the pre-] tional and Presbyterian minis- , 

C sent members of the Socicty,| ters in this county, be reques- 

will continue their relation to it, | ted toread, orcause to be read, : 

. after the present year, and to|this report in their congrega- 

cl pursue such other measures as} tions ; and that the several reli- 

. nay most substantially remedy | gious assemblies, th connection 

4 any deficiency in the funds,| with this Society, be requested 

€ wiich may result from the ter-| tomake a contribution for the 


mination o£ the annuities, which | Society’s funds, upon the next 
m former years have been paid | annual Thanksgiving, or upon 
by subscribers. some Lord’s day, near that time 


_—-. 


3. That the Recording Secre- | as shall be most convenient. 
. tary report to the Society, as 6. That the Trustees take or- 


soon as may be, all those individ-| der for the printing and distribu- 
als who may have contributed | tion of this report, to the several 
tothe funds, a sum of twenty- | congregations In connection with 


Ne 


il} 


e five dollars, that they may be | this Society, and to the Charita- 
al nominated to the Society, to be | ble Female Association, in each 
= admitted as members for life. town. 

: 4. That the President be re- Inthe name of the Trustees. 
" quested to transmit, in behalf of |} CALEB STRONG, Presiden. 

ie the Society, alettcr of thanks to This Report was read, consid- 
o the executors of the last will | ered,and accepted by the Society. 


v9 and testament of Richard De- | /ttest. PAYSCN WILLIS- 
vens, Esq. late of Charlestown, | TON, Recording Secretary. 
deceased, and to the heirs and| Vole. he reader will perceive 
the residuary legatees of said | that the preceding Report reicrs 
'D Richard Devens, Esq. in grate- | to a number of documents which 
, ful acknowledgement of the pi-! will not be printed in this Maga- 
ous liberality of the deceased, zine, unless by particular desire, 
and the exemplary generosity of 
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SHALL Manon ocean’s fluctuant wave, 
Trust to the fragile bark his form ‘ 


Poctry... Donations. 


Securely skim the watery grave, 
Defy the winds, and brave the storm ? 


Or with wing’d coursers o’er the plain, 
Fly fearless, and for safety trust 

‘Th’ unstable steed or brittle rein, 

And Korah’s treacherous base—the dust ? 


To arms when passion wakes the war, 
Yo helmet, shield, or wall, or flocd, 
On numbers or position dare, 

And know and trust no other God ? 


And shall the saint distrust the pow’r, 

Who form’dthese waves, whose mercies keep, 
At whose command these temipests roar, 

And oceans roll, and billows sleep ! 


Who governs and controls at will, 
The flying steed with unseen rein ; 
And guides to rescue or to kill, 
Makes adamant, or cleaves the plain ? 


By many orby few who saves, 

When battle burns, and foes assail, 

Arms stones with death, a shepherd braves, 
Or bleating herds-horns bids prevail ! 


Trust, ye of little faith this pow’r, 

His weakness all man’s strength outvies ; 
His skill mysterious every hour 
Display’d, the food of faith supplies. 


Tn all your straits, in all your ways, 
Lean on the Lornp—’tis safe for you, 
Nor doubt his pow’r or truth or grace, 
Tho’ earth oppose, or hell pursue. 
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See Abra’m thus from bondage free, 
Yield Zion’s hopes on Zion’s hill, 
*Gainst hope to Gon’s sure promise flce, 
And trust his goodness to fulfil, 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


1808, 


Oct. 17. Received of Rev. Calvin Ingalls, being 
amount contributed in new settlements, col- 3 
ee Eee 

19, Reccived of Hudson and Goodwin, being in 
part balance of their account of Evangelical ’ 
Magazinesiccsssscsssssersecessessesessesrevesersssssnsoeessosnnste5 0 ; 





